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“Plan of a Part of Tybee Island Showing the Proposed Subdivision into Building
Lots, March, 1890” – Percy Sugden, Civil Engineer, Savannah.
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“Savannah, Tybee Roads, and Vicinity” Central of Georgia Railroad Map c1897.

This historic resources survey has been financed in part with federal funds from the National Park Service,
U.S. Department of the Interior, through the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of
the Department of the Interior or the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, nor does the mention of
trade names, commercial products or consultants constitute endorsement or recommendation by these
agencies. This program received Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic
properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibits
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, gender or disability in its federally-assisted
programs. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as
described above, or if you desire further information, please write to: Office for Equal Opportunity,
National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
On May 20, 2014, the City of Tybee Island became Georgia’s 88th Certified Local
Government or “CLG”. A Certified Local Government is defined as “any city, town, or
county that has enacted a historic preservation ordinance, enforces that ordinance
through a local preservation commission, and has met requirements outlined in the
Procedures for Georgia’s Certified Local Government Program”. The CLG Program
extends federal and state preservation programs to the local level, expanding the scope of
local responsibilities and opportunities for preservation (Georgia Historic Preservation
Division c2016). The City of Tybee Island passed a local ordinance in 1999 and
maintains a seven-person citizen’s board that serves as its historic preservation
commission – or “HPC”. During the past several years Tybee’s HPC has been working
to establish local historic districts on the island. In consultation with the Georgia Historic
Preservation Division staff, it was determined that a new comprehensive historic
resources survey would be required in order for the HPC to accomplish this goal and
adequately assess the island’s existing contributing historic resources, to determine local
historic district boundaries, and to develop design guidelines, as the last comprehensive
historic resources survey was completed in 2001. Since the last survey was completed, a
significant number of mid-20th Century historic resources have attained the age threshold
required for historic significance, requiring that this building stock be identified and
added to the island’s inventory of historic resources and their overall developmental
context be added to the existing developmental history of the City of Tybee Island. As a
result, the Tybee Island HPC applied for and was awarded a 2015 Historic Preservation
Fund Grant to have the first phase of a historic resources survey of the island completed.
A second Historic Preservation Fund Grant was awarded in 2016 to complete the second
and final phase of the survey. Certified Local Governments are the only municipalities
eligible to apply for Historic Preservation Fund Grants, one of the many advantages that
come with CLG status.
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The Tybee Historic Resources Survey was begun in August of 2015. A comprehensive,
island-wide windshield survey revealed 835 historic resources that met the survey
requirements for inclusion (40 years or older and maintaining a moderate-to-high degree
of integrity). As the survey was funded for 600 historic resources, the decision was made
to break the survey into two phases to be covered by two separate grant cycles. Phase I
of the survey encompassed nearly all of that section of the island traditionally associated
with the resort, which is made up of the South End and central section of the island south
of Second Street. Phase II of the survey – which was begun in September of 2016,
addresses the remaining 235 resources located primarily on the island’s North End, which
is made up of the resources along Highway 80 and the Fort Screven Historic District.
Recommendations for future preservation action within the Phase II survey area include
the establishment of a local historic district for the North End of the island (the Fort
Screven Historic District and resources along Highway 80).
Phase II of the Tybee Historic Resources Survey was conducted by Robert A. Ciucevich
of Quatrefoil Consulting in consultation with Chantel Morton - Executive Director of the
Tybee Island Development Authority and Tybee Main Street, Sarah Jones – Executive
Director of the Tybee Island Historical Society, and Raluca Filimon, Survey Specialist,
Georgia Historic Preservation Division.

Aerial photo of Fort Screven taken from the lighthouse c1907.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey was conducted as part of an
ongoing city-wide preservation planning initiative sponsored by the Tybee Island Historic
Preservation Commission and the City of Tybee Island. The survey will identify all
historic buildings, structures, and sites within the Phase II survey area and – along with
Phase I, will serve as an update to the 2001 Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey (also
conducted by Quatrefoil Consulting of Savannah, Georgia). The survey, which will form
the basis for future preservation planning, was funded through a Certified Local
Government (CLG) Survey and Planning Grant from the Historic Preservation Division
of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and matched in part by the City of
Tybee Island. All phases of the survey were conducted by Robert A. Ciucevich of
Quatrefoil Consulting in consultation with Chantel Morton - Executive Director
Development Authority/Tybee Main Street. The Phase I and Phase 11 surveys
encompassed all areas within the city limits of the City of Tybee Island.

City of Tybee Island c2015
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Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey Update – Phase II Survey Area

QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

8

TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II

METHODOLOGY
Survey procedures outlined in the Georgia Historic Resources Survey Manual provided
by the Historic Preservation Division were followed throughout the Tybee Island Historic
Resources Survey.
The surveyor conducted a preliminary area analysis field survey of the survey area during
which the different types of historic properties, locations of their major concentrations,
and general periods and patterns of development of the historic resources were identified.
Following this, an intensive field survey was performed in which all properties deemed to
be 40 years of age or older were photographed (by members of the Tybee Island Historic
Preservation Commission as part of their in-kind contribution to the survey), marked on a
community base map, and a Georgia Historic Resource Survey form completed. Historic
resources exhibiting a significant loss of integrity were excluded from the survey.
Following the field survey, all data and digital photos were input in GNAHRGIS,
Georgia’s Natural, Archeological, and Historic Resources Geographic Information
Systems online data base. All data and digital photos resulting from this survey can be
viewed by logging onto the GNAHRGIS website, www.gnahrgis.org
Phase II of the survey was begun where Phase I ended – in the residential area just north
of Memorial Park. The survey began on the 200 block of Lovell Avenue moving west to
include the 100 and 200 blocks of Second, Jones, and Miller Avenues followed by all the
resources located north of Highway 80 between Lovell and Six Streets (south of Solomon
Avenue). The survey then proceeded northwest along Highway 80 to include the areas
along Lewis Avenue, North Campbell Avenue, and South Campbell Avenue. Moving
west, the survey proceeded along Highway 80 to include resources on both side of the
corridor and the small residential areas north of the Highway 80 between Polk and
McKenzie Streets and along Bay Street between Byer and Polk Streets. The Fort Screven
section of the survey began at the corner of Solomon and Van Horn Avenue and
proceeded northwest to include all of the resources that made up the Fort Hospital
complex followed by Officers Row along Cedarwood Avenue. Centered on Cedarwood
Avenue between Meddin Drive and Palmwood Avenue, the Fort Village area was
surveyed next, followed by the Quartermasters Area along Van Horn Street and the
Citizen’s Military Training Camp area between Taylor and Pulaski Streets. Phase II of
the survey concludes with the Coast Shore Artillery Batteries and then the Tybee Light
Station along Meddin Drive.
Historical information for the preparation of the developmental history of Tybee Island,
as well as the background information of the individual properties – including the historic
name of the house/building if known (often named for the original owner/occupant), was
obtained through research at the Georgia Historical Society, the Tybee Island and Live
Oak Branches of the Chatham-Effingham County Public Library, and the archives of the
Tybee Island Historical Society. The 1992 and 2001 historic resource surveys of Tybee
Island were cross-referenced throughout the survey process and information from the
individual survey forms was incorporated into the survey where appropriate.
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While it is possible that a historic property may have been inadvertently omitted from this
survey, whether as a result of physical changes that have obscured its historic character or
due to borderline age, the surveyor believes that the vast majority of historic resources
located within the survey area have been documented by this project.

Tybee Light Station c1929, GNAHRGIS #11004
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SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS PRESERVATION PROJECTS
The City of Tybee Island is a Certified Local Government with an active historic
preservation commission and Main Street Program. In partnership with the non-profit
Tybee Island Historical Society, the city actively pursues preservation planning grants
and has recently taken steps to nominate local historic districts and prepare design
guidelines.
The City of Tybee Island is a small seaside city of roughly 3000 year round residents.
Over half of the homes on the island are summer cottages that are primarily occupied
during the resort season beginning in late spring and continuing through the summer
months – a period extending roughly from May to mid-September. During this time, the
population of the island doubles as seasonal cottage owners return to the island “to
summer” (living on the island and commuting to work in Savannah during the week) and
short term visitors descend on the city, staying in the numerous hotels, boarding houses,
and rental cottages scattered throughout the island. During the last few decades Tybee’s
numerous small cottages have become popular as extended stay vacation rental
properties, not just during the summer resort season but also during the off-season
months as retirees and other non-traditional tourists take advantage of the island’s
numerous cultural, historical, and environmental amenities and attractions as well as its
close proximity to the City of Savannah.
For a city of its size, Tybee Island boasts a significant number of historic resources dating
from the Colonial Period through the Cold War. The earliest resources are located on the
North End of the island and are associated with the island’s considerable maritime and
military heritage (Fort Screven, the Lazaretto Quarantine Station, and the Tybee Island
Light Station) – all of these resources –as well as a large number of residential and
commercial resources related to Tybee’s past as a popular late 19th to early mid-20th
century resort, were surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey.
The largest concentration of historic resources found within the Phase II survey area are
located at the northern tip of the island within the Fort Screven National Register Historic
District – listed in 1982. Fort Screven was built as an Army Coast Artillery Station
between 1898-1904, later serving as the home of the 8th Infantry during the 1920s and as
a training command during the 1930s and 1940s. During this time, dozens of additional
buildings and structures were built to accommodate the soldiers who lived and trained
here. Most of the resources included in Phase II of the survey, however, are associated
with Tybee’s past as a popular late 19th to mid-20th century seaside resort and are located
in small, scattered neighborhoods along the length of Highway 80. Following the end of
World War II, Tybee experienced an unprecedented building boom of small permanent
houses as the island accelerated its transition into a year round community. Built during
the mid-to-late 1940s and throughout the 1950s, the majority of these buildings were
frame and concrete block American Small House and Ranch type houses, which account
for nearly half of the new resources added to the inventory since the last survey in 2001,
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and represent the most common and second most common building types found within
the Phase II survey area, respectively.
Since the first comprehensive historic resources survey of the city was completed in
2001, surprisingly little has changed in terms of existing historic resources. Although
some significant historic resources have been lost during the last 15 years – either to fire
(Fort Screven Railroad Station), demolition (Post Laundry and Extension), or insensitive
alterations (Post Morgue), the vast majority of historic resources located within the Phase
II survey area that were included as part of the 2001 survey have survived relatively
intact. As a result of the 2001 survey and the increased awareness that it has afforded
city officials and citizens, a great deal has been done during this time to ensure the
preservation of several of the most significant resources identified in the 2001 survey
report. Several historic resources were restored by private interests, including Bldg. No.
7 – Post Bakery at 9 Veterans Drive in 2002, Bldg. No. 204 – Enlisted Men’s Mess Hall
at 13 Cedarwood Avenue in 2004, Bldg. No. 54 – Hospital Day Room at 8 Rosewood
Avenue in 2006, and Bldg. No. 52 – Post Commissary and Quartermaster’s Office at 34
Van Horn Avenue in 2016 – all in Fort Screven, and the Thompson Paired Cottage at
300-302 Second Avenue in 2014. Many of the resources listed above were taxadvantaged rehabilitations.
In addition to the survey, the work of the Tybee Island Historical Society (TIHS) – a key
proponent of both the 2001 and 2015-17 surveys – has consistently raised awareness of
the significance of Tybee’s historic resources through their stewardship of the Tybee
Light Station and Museum as well as active participation in the preservation and/or
restoration of important historic buildings throughout the Phase II survey area. Between
1998 and 2008, the TIHS restored all five buildings that make up the Tybee Island Light
Station – one of the most complete light stations in the United States. In 2000 the TIHS
and the City of Tybee saved the Tybee Post Theater at 10 Van Horne Street from
demolition, purchasing the property for rehabilitation at a later time. The non-profit
Friends of the Tybee Theater completed the restoration of the building in 2016. In 2007
the TIHS in conjunction with the City of Tybee Island, directed the restoration of the Fort
Screven Guard House at 31 Van Horne Avenue, which now serves as the Tybee
Community Center. In 2009 the TIHS restored two of the four gun emplacements of
Battery Brumby – one of Fort Screven’s most intact army coast artillery emplacements.
In 2011 the TIHS saved the Fogarty-Hosti Cottage – a classic “Raised Tybee Cottage”,
from demolition by moving the building to the Tybee Light Station site for restoration
and interpretation.
A positive change in public perception regarding historic preservation in general is
perhaps the biggest and most significant change that has occurred on the island since the
completion of the 2001 historic resources survey. Before the 2001 survey most residents
regarded the Light House and Fort Screven area as being the only places that were
historic on the island. Today most residents acknowledge the importance and
significance of Tybee’s coastal resort architecture due in part to the numerous successful
tax advantaged rehabilitations that have been completed in recent years, many of which
have been well documented by the local media.
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DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY
Colonial (1733-1782), Early Republic (1782-1819), & Antebellum (1820-1860) Periods
Despite a few scattered attempts to form settlements on Tybee, the island remained
largely un-inhabited throughout the Colonial, Early Republic, and Antebellum periods.
The island was used primarily during this time for governmental functions associated
with navigation and defense.
The first known development by Europeans on Tybee Island occurred during the General
James Oglethorpe’s founding of Georgia in 1733. Oglethorpe planned a number of
fortified, self-sufficient settlements on the outlying perimeter of Savannah. These
villages would guard all overland and river-borne approaches to the colony. Because of
the island’s key location at the mouth of the Savannah River, the settlement on Tybee
was to be the first line of defense against river-borne invasion.
In addition to building and manning a fort, Oglethorpe ordered the settlers to construct a
navigational beacon on the north end of the island. Oglethorpe realized that if Savannah
was going to prosper, the mouth of the river had to be clearly marked so that ships could
easily find its entrance.
Little is known about the actual village that was built on Tybee because no plan or
description of the settlement has been found. It is known that approximately 10 families
inhabited the island and that individual lots were granted to the settlers in 1734. Each
unmarried male received a 50-acre lot, while those with a wife and family received a 100acre lot.
Tybee’s soil proved incapable of supplying enough food to sustain the colony. Living
conditions on the island were abysmal, due in large part to the fact that most of the lots
were primarily marsh and wetlands. The settlers’ health began to fail, and by the end of
1734, half of the settlers had died of disease. Because Oglethorpe and his officials did
little to help the remaining settlers (and instead attributed their problems to excessive
drinking), all but one of the settlers were either dead or had abandoned the colony by
1735.
In 1736, workers from Savannah, under the
direction of Noble Jones of Wormsloe,
completed the work on the lighthouse that
was begun by the settlers. The daymark (a
lighthouse without a light) was octagonal in
shape and was constructed of brickwork and
cedar piles. The beacon was 90 feet tall,
making it the tallest structure of its kind in
America at the time. It was also the first
documented structure on Tybee.
“View of Tiby Lighthouse at the entrance of the Savannah River, Georgia,
Dec. 1764.” ND
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In 1742 a second daymark was constructed, replacing the first daymark which was swept
away in a storm. The structure, built by Thomas Sumner, was 94 feet tall and had a
flagstaff that hovered over the top of the beacon. In 1748 a full time pilot was hired to
assist ships coming down the river. Aside from the river pilot, Tybee was uninhabited.
In accordance with an act permitting the importation of slaves into the colony, a lazaretto
(Italian for pest house), or quarantine station, was erected on the westernmost tip of
Tybee in 1768. Passing ships that had slaves or passengers aboard who were sick or
infected with disease were left at the station’s hospital to be treated before being allowed
into the city. Those who died were buried in unmarked graves.
A third lighthouse was constructed in 1773, replacing the existing daymark, which was in
danger of being washed away by the tides. The structure was 100 feet tall, built of wood
and brick, and was lit with spermaceti candles. This was Tybee’s first true lighthouse.
Besides being the location of the lighthouse and
quarantine station, Tybee served other purposes
before the Revolutionary War. During the 1750s and
1760s, large tracts of land were granted to seven
individuals, most of whom were from families of
Carolina planters. According to Cynthia Miller in
her paper, “Tybee Island, Georgia: Changing Images
and Land Use, 1733 – 1895,” these owners ran a cooperative horse pen on the island. Miller maintains
that it was unlikely that the owners resided on the
island since they all owned large estates elsewhere in
Georgia. Slaves or servants most likely were left
behind to tend to the horses.
Following the
Revolutionary War, these tracts were confiscated by
the State of Georgia because the owners had
remained loyal to the English Crown.
Tybee Lighthouse Plans c1867

Tybee was a refuge for loyalists throughout the Revolutionary War years (1776 – 1782).
Many loyalists and their families fled to Tybee to escape the mounting anti-Crown
sentiments and to avoid uncompromising persecution by the patriots who had gained
influence in the city. A Tory settlement was soon established on the island in which
merchants prospered from trade with the British ships anchored in Tybee Roads (where
the Savannah River meets the Atlantic Ocean). Shortly after the capture of Savannah in
1778, the British built and garrisoned a fort on the island called Fort Tybee that was
located next to the lighthouse. During the evacuation of Savannah in 1782, it was from
Tybee that British loyalists, soldiers, and government officials boarded ships bound for
other British territories.
During the War of 1812, it was feared that the British would again attack Savannah. The
British never came, but the experience brought attention to the need for some kind of
coastal defense on Tybee. Around 1815, Isiah Davenport was commissioned by the
QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
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United States Government to construct what came to be known as the Martello Tower
(the design and name was derived from similar batteries built on the coast of Spain). The
tower was situated on the beach in front of the lighthouse. It was round and had thick
tabby walls. On top of the tower a cannon was mounted on a swivel, allowing the
weapon to be fired in all directions.

“A Wartime Sketch of Tybee Island Showing the Martello Tower and Light House” c1860 (BL). For
many years the Martello Tower (left) and the Tybee Lighthouse were the only buildings on the island

During the antebellum years Tybee’s only inhabitants were the river pilots and lighthouse
keepers. The quarantine station at the mouth of Lazaretto Creek, having fallen into
disrepair, was abandoned in 1785 and a new station was built on Cockspur Island. The
houses of a few river pilots and their families were located at the hammock west of
Chimney Creek (Spanish Hammock).
During the early months of the Civil War, Confederate forces stationed on Tybee erected
a small earthwork battery next to the Martello Tower. Fort Pulaski, located on Cockspur
Island, was Savannah’s chief defense against water borne attacks. Small coastal
batteries, such as the one on Tybee, were erected along the river and its approaches as an
extra defensive precaution. It was believed later that these batteries were superfluous.
As a result the Confederate forces were withdrawn from all outlying positions during the
last months of 1861. Because Fort Pulaski was believed to be invulnerable to
bombardment from Tybee, the island was left undefended. Almost immediately after the
evacuation of the island, plans were made by Union forces for the reduction and capture
of Fort Pulaski utilizing Tybee as the main point of attack. After communication and
supply lines between Savannah and the fort had been severed, a series of eleven
earthwork batteries were constructed that extended from the mouth of Lazaretto Creek
and continued eastward along the coast of Tybee. Two of the batteries were equipped
with newly developed rifled cannons. During the April 1862 siege, the overwhelming
performance of the rifled cannon in the reduction of the fort far outweighed the
QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
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General Gilmore’s Plan of Attack on Fort Pulaski – National Archives (ND)

expectations of the attackers. After a 30-hour bombardment, the walls of the fort were
breached, and the defenders surrendered. The siege and reduction of Fort Pulaski from
Tybee marked the first effective use of rifled cannon against a masonry fortification,
rendering these type of defenses obsolete.
In 1862, a major portion of the lighthouse was destroyed when Confederate troops from
Fort Pulaski ignited a keg of powder on the third floor of the tower to prevent its use by
Union forces. After the war, the U.S. Lighthouse Service decided to rebuild the
lighthouse utilizing the lower 60 feet of the old structure that remained standing. The
new lighthouse was completed in 1867 and was constructed of masonry and metal. A
cast iron and glass cupola at the top of the tower housed the lighthouses’ first order
Fresnel lens.
Reconstruction (c1865-1879) and New South (c1880-1919) Periods
Construction of Fort Screven (c1897 – 1904)
As part of a nationwide effort to improve coastal defenses, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers announced plans for the construction of a new fort on Tybee in 1872. In 1875,
205 acres were acquired by the federal government on the north end of the island for the
establishment of a military reservation. The northern end of Tybee was chosen because
of its historically recognized strategic location for the defense of Tybee Roads, Calibogue
Sound, and the City of Savannah. Fort Screven, an Endicott Period or “Fourth Order”
fort, was one segment of a network of coastal defense batteries conceived during the
period of Caribbean and Pan American unrest of the 1890s and constructed along the
QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
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eastern and gulf coasts to protect
major cities and ports from naval
bombardment and blockage. The
need for a stronger coastal defense
system was necessitated by a
dramatic change in the U.S. foreign
policy during the late 19th and early
20th centuries in which America
evolved from an isolationist country
into a world power. Renewed
Artillery practice - 72nd Company c1910
resolve to enforce the Monroe
Doctrine – a policy that stated that the United States would regard as an unfriendly act
any attempt to increase colonial possessions in the Western Hemisphere – was
demonstrated in 1895 through U.S. political intervention in British affairs in Venezuela
and again through U.S. political involvement in the Cuban War of Independence (18951898). As tensions mounted over the situation in Cuba, the United States prepared for
war. A new battleship navy was quickly constructed and in 1897 the implementation of a
new system of coastal defenses was begun.
Because Savannah was one of the most important ports on the South Atlantic coast at the
time (and the world’s principal port for the export of cotton and naval stores), the War
Department determined the construction of a new installation on Tybee Island to protect
the entrance to the Savannah River a high priority. The first phase of Fort Screven was
constructed from 1897 to 1904 as an Army Coast Artillery Station. Originally called Fort
Tybee, the name was later changed to Fort Graham after Brigadier General Montrose
Graham, commander of Atlantic coast defenses. The plan for the post included four
distinct sections that were separated by function and arranged by military hierarchy: a
battery consisting of six poured-in-place, reinforced concrete gun emplacements; an

Plan of Fort Screven c1921
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officer’s row of housing and headquarters buildings; a fort village including a senior noncommissioned officers row of housing, non-commissioned officers housing, enlisted
men’s barracks, and post service buildings; and a quartermaster’s area including storage,
service, and office buildings. The fort also included a post hospital, a regimental parade
ground, and landscaped grounds with streets and pedestrian paths.
The battery area of the fort wraps around the coastline of the northern end of the island,
forming a U around the five-care Tybee Light Station. The six gun emplacements that
make up the battery were erected by the Venable Construction Company from 1897 to
1900. Each emplacement featured its own set of catwalks and corridors that lead to the
ammunition magazine below. The batteries were buttressed on the sea side by sand
dunes and sand embankments to conceal their location and to serve as added protection
for the magazine. Ammunition for the guns were raised to the firing platform by an
elevator and crew members used carts to wheel the shells to the guns.

Aerial view of Fort Screven and the Tybee Light Station c1920 – Batteries Brumby
and Garland are visible in the foreground, Officers Row (upper left) and Senior
NCO Row (upper right) visible in background.
QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

18

TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II
Battery Brumby, the largest of the battery complexes, was the first to be completed and
the only one in service during the Spanish American War, which only lasted eight months
from April to November 1898. Begun in April 1897 and completed in July 1898, Battery
Brumby featured four eight-inch rifles mounted on Buffington Crozier disappearing
carriages and was manned by 4 officers and 157 men. On March 18, 1898, six weeks
before Congress declared war on Spain, Fort Graham was officially commissioned as a
military post and was renamed Fort Screven for Brigadier General James Screven of the
Georgia Militia, a hero of the American Revolution. Fort Screven was garrisoned by
Battery F of the 1st Coast Artillery, Company H of the 5th Infantry, and units of the
Georgia Militia. In November 1899, after additional post buildings and batteries were
completed, the troop strength at Fort Screven was increased by 180 men with the arrival
of Battery C, 2nd Coast Artillery.
As the majority of the batteries at Fort Screven were still under construction during the
Spanish American War, Savannah’s coastal defenses were augmented by an electronic
minefield deployed in the north channel of the Savannah River and by the U.S.S.
Amphrite, which patrolled between Savannah and Charleston.
Construction of the
remainder of Fort Screven’s
batteries continued during the
Spanish American War, with
the majority placed in service
shortly after the end of the
conflict in late 1898.
Completed in 1899, Battery
Garland, the easternmost
battery directly overlooking
the sea entrance to Tybee
Roads, housed a single
th
Guard Detail, 4 Company c1910
twelve-inch, long range rifle
manned by 2 officers and 47
men. Battery Fenwick, on the opposite side of Battery Brumby, featured another single
twelve-inch, long range rifle. Battery Backus, partially completed in September of 1898,
featured three emplacements for 3.7-inch rifles on pedestal carriages when completed in
1900. This battery was oriented in a northerly direction and was intended, along with
Battery Gant, to control the minefield area in Tybee Roads. Battery Gant, completed in
February 1900 (although its guns were not mounted until 1903), carried two three-inch
rifles on pedestal carriages in a parapet mount and was manned by a single officer and 25
men. Battery Habersham, completed in June 1900, was an M-shaped battery that
contained eight twelve-inch mortars. Placed inland and to the west of the other batteries,
which were located along the coastline, Battery Habersham contained the fort’s greatest
medium and long range firepower. The mortars were divided into two groups of four and
were separated by thick, reinforced concrete bunkers that housed the magazines. On each
side of the battery, atop the magazines, stairs led up to two rounded observation towers
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that served as spotting platforms for the fire control officers. Manned by 7 officers and
219 men, Battery Habersham was by far the most complicated to operate.
The stark, functional, military character of the battery area of Fort Screven stood in sharp
contrast to the rest of the post. Fort Screven was constructed at the same time that Tybee
was developing as a popular summer beach resort, and as a result, the landscape plan for
the fort as well as the vernacular military architecture of the buildings reflected the
picturesque seaside location of the post. Influenced by the Renaissance and Baroque
“grand” landscape planning concepts that were re-introduced at the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition in Chicago – the same event that would later serve as a catalyst for
the City Beautiful Movement of the late 19th and early 20th centuries – Fort Screven
represents an early adaptation of these concepts and as such was planned by the U.S.
Army Corp. of Engineers as a functional yet picturesque military landscape.
The highest expression
of these concepts can be
seen in the landscape
design and military
architecture of Officer’s
Row, a linear complex of
buildings situated atop a
16 foot high, half-mile
long, crescent-shaped
earthen berm
overlooking the
reviewing ground and
Company B, 8th Infantry Division c1930
ocean. Consisting of the
Officer’s Row in background
regimental headquarters
building, officer’s club, officer’s mess, and officer’s quarters, the vernacular military
classicism of the buildings, particularly the ranking officer’s quarters, combined with its
magnificent setting, was unique for military posts in the southeastern region. The
officer’s quarters as a group were indicative of the army’s aspirations for its ranking
officers. Designed in an orderly, vernacular expression of Free Classic Queen Ann and
Colonial Revival style (in this case an austere blend of the Queen Anne and Colonial
Revival styles), the houses that make up Officer’s Row were “grand in scale and design
and gracious in living accommodations and material finishes” (Cloues, “Fort Screven
Historic District”, 1980). The ranking officer’s quarters were characterized as frame,
two-and-a-half story residences with deep, two-story wrap-around porches that extend
around three sides and are supported by square, Doric columns.
These houses were exceptional examples of turn-of-the-century military housing and
were reserved for the most senior of ranking officers at Fort Screven: the post
commandant (Building No. 38); the training officer (Building No. 39); operations officer
(Building No. 40); and post chaplain (Building No. 41). However, as put forth by
architectural historian Randolph Marks in a report prepared for the Savannah District
Corps of Engineers entitled “Fort Screven Historic, Environmental, and Cultural
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Assessment”, the strength of Officer’s Row did not lie solely in the individual character
of its buildings, but as a “design concept [that] is magnified by its location atop the
crescent-shaped berm that gathers the great open space before it unto a unified and grand
planning composition.” Marks adds that the design concepts and planning similarities
between Frederick Law Olmstead’s Court of Honor at the Columbian Exposition, which
served as one of the principal models for the City Beautiful Movement with its “great
shoreline park surrounded by white classical buildings fronting onto Lake Michigan,” and
Officers Row, is very strong, noting Officer’s Row’s “equally grand, white military
architecture located on a well-landscaped, crescent-shaped berm fronting the vast, open
park space overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.”
The original plan for the rest of
Post Fire Station c1930 – #253738, 9 Cedarwood Ave, Fort Village
the post also incorporated the
same concepts of landscape
planning found in Officer’s Row,
but to a lesser degree. The fort
village area and, to some extent,
the quartermaster’s area, features
open space, tree groves,
landscaped grounds, pedestrian
paths, and curved roadways. The
open areas were intended to be
used for temporary military
functions such as tent areas,
parade grounds, rifle ranges,
etc., but since these areas were not continuously in use, they also served as open space
that provided vistas and allowed the flow of ocean breezes through the inland areas of the
fort. Overall, military hierarchy determined the allocation of the prime beach side of the
parade ground to the top ranking officers and their staff functions (Officer’s Row) and the
inland side to the enlisted men’s barracks, the senior N.C.O. (non-commissioned officers)
Row, and service-related functions of the fort village area. These two linear development
patterns were separated by the parade ground on the south but connected by a major eastwest pedestrian walkway that extended from the rear of the regimental headquarters
building to the quartermaster’s area.
In addition to the senior N.C.O. quarters and enlisted men’s barracks, the fort village area
also consisted of mess halls, latrines, the post exchange, and the serviceman’s club.
Several additional support buildings including a post office, library, bakery, gymnasium,
chapel, bowling alley, field house, laundry, and fire station were added to the village as
the post expanded during the 1910s and 1920s. The architecture of the buildings in the
village is best characterized as military vernacular – uniform, functional, and generally
devoid of ornament – having been designed by the Corps of Engineers for the semitropical climate of the Georgia coast. Although relatively unadorned, most of the
buildings featured design elements such as overhanging eaves, exposed rafter ends, slate
roofing tiles, and in some cases, one and two story galleried porches supported by plain,
square columns. Some of the more substantial buildings, such as the massive enlisted
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men’s barracks, the two-story quarters of the senior NCO Row, and the guard house
exhibited vague elements of such popular early 20th century styles as Queen Anne, Folk
Victorian, Neoclassical Revival, and Colonial Revival.
The quartermaster’s area, located the farthest from the coast, consisted of both permanent
and temporary buildings designed for all types of storage and service functions. Most of
these buildings, particularly the temporary ones, displayed a functional design with little
or no ornament. Most were long, one story rectangular buildings with clapboard siding
and slate covered gable roofs. The more substantial permanent buildings, such as the
quartermaster’s offices and commissary building, featured subdued Folk Victorianinspired ornamentation similar to that in the village, such as overhanging eaves with
shaped, exposed rafter ends and round Tuscan columns. The quartermaster’s area
included a utility yard and saw mill as well as a stable, blacksmith shop, several service
and repair shops, and various warehouses and storage sheds.
Courtesy of the Tybee Island Historical Society

View of Quartermaster’s Area from balcony of the Enlisted Men’s Barracks c1933
During the early years of World War I, while most of Europe was at war, the troops of
the 14th Coastal Artillery Station at Fort Screven kept the post’s guns prepared while
coordinating land and sea patrols to guard against German U-boat incursions and other
subversive activities. In 1917, Germany’s declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare
against all shipping in the Atlantic prompted the United States to reverse its position of
neutrality and declare war on Germany. Although German submarine activity increased
along the east coast during this time, action along the South Carolina and Georgia coasts
was minimal. As a result, in 1917-18 Battery Brumby’s guns and Battery Habersham’s
rifled mortars were dismantled and sent to France for use in the war against Germany.
Following the end of World War I, coastal defense batteries like Fort Screven were
considered obsolete and the coast artillery companies were withdrawn. As the U.S. Army
was downsizing to peacetime levels, the War Department began the task of mothballing
or closing surplus installations. In 1921 the department deactivated Fort Screven, leaving
a small caretaker detachment of 2 officers and 30 troops to maintain the post. All but
three of Fort Screven’s big guns were dismantled and removed at this time.
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In 1922 the War Department announced that Fort Screven would be reactivated as the
Headquarters of the 8th Infantry Regiment, which arrived at the post in February 1923.
The regiment had served with the occupation forces in Germany from 1919 to 1923 and
was the last of the U.S. troops to leave Europe after World War I. Fort Screven entered a
second phase of construction during this time as the installation made the transition from
coastal artillery station to infantry post. Existing buildings were repaired and several new
buildings, such as the barracks and mess halls, were constructed to accommodate a
greater number of troops.
One of the duties of the 8th Infantry included coordinating the Citizen’s Military Training
Program (CMTP), which established Civilian Military Training Camps (CMTC) under
the 1920 National Defense Act. In fact, during the summer of 1921, before the War
Department had decided what to do with the post, Fort Screven served as a training site
for members of the CMTC from Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida, which included
units of the 325th Infantry Reserve. After the 8th Infantry Regiment was assigned to the
post, Fort Screven became a training command for the CMTP in Georgia and north
Florida. Each summer, as part of their duties, soldiers of the 8th infantry trained hundreds
of CMTC troops one month and army reserve officers the following month. CMTC
troops and army reserve officer trainees would be housed in tent camps in the open areas
of the post near the battery. This army training program, which was conducted each
summer at Fort Screven until 1941, was the forerunner of the Officer’s Candidate School
Program instituted at the beginning of World War II.
In 1929 the Headquarters of the 8th Infantry was moved to Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s
Island near Charleston, leaving only one battalion, 1st Battalion, at Fort Screven. During
the 1930s Fort Screven continued its role as an important training command for the
CMPT.
In the spring of 1932, Fort Screven came under the command of Lt. Colonel Georgia
Marshall, whose tour of duty on Tybee followed his position of assistant commandant at
Fort Benning, the U.S. Army’s infantry school near Columbus, Georgia. With a garrison
of less than 400 men, Fort Screven was considered a small assignment, but Marshall
welcomed the opportunity to assume his first post command. During his tour at Fort
Screven, Marshall concentrated his efforts on military training and the necessary
housekeeping procedures for the post. Under Marshall the appearance of the post was
improved through landscape additions and the careful maintenance of the grounds.
In 1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt announce the establishment of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC), one of the first New Deal relief programs approved by
Congress to help the nation get back on its feet during the Great Depression. The
purpose of the CCC was to put thousands of unemployed young men to work in
conservation projects that included reforestation, fighting forest fires, soil erosion control,
and harnessing water power through the construction of dams. The U.S. Army was given
the assignment of setting up and running CCC Camps, which involved the enrollment,
organization, and administration of approximately 250,000 men across the nation. As a
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result of the army’s involvement with the program, several CCC camps were set up on
army posts and other federally owned property.
Lt. Colonel Marshall’s greatest contribution while serving at Fort Screven was his
enthusiastic involvement in establishing the CCC Program in the region. With Fort
Screven established as its headquarters, Marshall was named commanding officer of
CCC District “F” of the IV Corp Area in 1933. Marshall and his staff were responsible
for establishing, organizing, and supplying 19 CCC camps throughout Georgia and north
Florida.
The first camp Marshall
established was at Fort Screven.
He used the CCC trainees
assigned to Fort Screven to
assist him in furthering his
goals for the CMTP; another
program he championed while
at Fort Screven. One of the first
projects assigned to the CCC
workers at Fort Screven was the
construction of temporary and
permanent support buildings for
the CMTC at the post. There
were three distinct training
areas established at Fort Screven for the CMTP. Training Area 1 was behind Battery
Garland in the open space in front of the Tybee Light Station, Training Area 2 was in the
open space south of the Tybee Light Station, and Training Area 3 was in the open space
behind Battery Backus and Gant. During the 1920s the three CMTC areas were little
more than tent encampments set up in the undefined open space of the post. The work
done by the CCC trainees established each of these open spaces into clearly defined
training areas with permanent frame and concrete block support buildings that included
an administration building, dispensary, mess hall, recreation halls, and latrines. The
design for these training facilities clearly orients the fixed support buildings to the tent
pads, which were arranged in military hierarchy by company and battalion.
Civilian Military Training Camp HQ Building c1933

In the summer of 1933 Marshall was promoted to colonel and given the command of the
8th Infantry Regiment assigned to Fort Moultrie. After he had taken command of Fort
Moultrie, Marshall received a special commendation from the inspector general’s office
“for his efficient and economical administration of his duties and the high morale of his
command” while at Fort Screven. Marshall’s abilities as a military leader were later
recognized with his selection as U.S. Army Chief of Staff during World War II. After the
war Marshall continued to serve his country as secretary of state, for which he is best
known as the architect of the Marshall Plan for the economic recovery of Western
Europe. His efforts were later awarded with the Noble Peace Prize.
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After 17 years at Fort Screven, the 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry was reassigned to Fort
Benning, Georgia in June 1940. During the summer of 1940 the 2nd Battalion, 70th Coast
Artillery garrisoned Fort Screven. The unit came to Fort Screven from Fort Monroe,
Virginia with a compliment of 401 men and 107 vehicles. In September 1940 the 252nd
Coast Artillery, North Carolina National Guard arrived at Fort Screven for training,
bringing with them six of the units guns, which were transported to Savannah by train.
For the next several months the National Guard troops of the 252nd were instructed by
troops of the 70th stationed at Fort Screven. By the end of 1940 the 252nd Coast Artillery
had returned to North Carolina and the 2nd Battalion, 70th Coast Artillery was reassigned
at the newly established Camp Stewart at Hinesville, Georgia. The departure of the 70th
marked the end of Fort Screven's use as an infantry post.
During World War II, Fort
Screven became a training
command center for the
U.S. Corps of Engineers
Deep Sea Diving and
Salvage School, the U.S.
Army’s only training
facility for beginning divers.
Fort Screven served as an
administration center while
actual hands on instruction
was conducted at a training
camp established near
U.S. Army Diving School c1943 (present site of the 4-H Center)
Chimney Creek on the west
side of the island. From
1941 to 1943 engineer units were organized into port construction and repair groups and
trained to clear ports in Africa and Europe of sunken ships and ordinance in anticipation
of an impending invasion.
Engineer units trained at Fort Screven during this time included the 1051st, 1952nd,
1053rd, and 1054th Engineer Port Construction and Repair Groups. Most members of
these units brought prior experience and skills from their civilian occupations that made
them particularly useful for this service. Unit members included engineers, divers,
mechanics, welders, and others. Applicants had to pass strict physical tests and were
subjected to 12 intensive weeks of training. As part of their training, engineer units
worked on various construction projects for the post and local community. These
included the construction of a new post exchange restaurant in 1943, a bridge and part of
a highway at Camp Stewart in Hinesville, and a municipal dock for the City of Savannah
Beach on Tybee. Fort Screven continued to service in this capacity until the army no
longer had a need for additional trained divers and salvage crews.
In 1944 the War Department announced that Fort Screven was one of several installations
across the nation that had been declared surplus, since they were left empty when most of
the enlisted men had been transferred overseas. Fort Screven was deactivated in October
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1944, and in 1945 the land and buildings that made up the post were dispensed to the City
of Savannah Beach through the Federal Housing Administration. Savannah Beach
purchased the property from the federal government for $230,000 and, in January of
1946, offered the entire Fort Screven property, which included approximately 135 acres
and 265 buildings, for sale. The sole bid was made by the Robinson Realty Company on
behalf of the Fort Screven Development Company. Property exempt from the sale
included the five acre Tybee Island Lighthouse and Coast Guard Station, which was
retained by the federal government, and several maintenance and service-related
buildings that were seen as useful to the city. Buildings retained by the city for municipal
use included the fire station, gymnasium, telephone exchange, post exchange, sewer and
water pumps, crane building and shop, automobile workshop, and garage. Following the
successful bid for the property, the Fort Screven Development Company separated the
post into individual lots and offered the various buildings for sale. By the 1950s many of
Fort Screven’s buildings had been converted for use as year-round residences, seasonal
rentals, apartments, and summer houses.
The Development of Tybee as a Coastal Resort
The development of
Tybee as a beach
resort in the early
1870s represented a
late manifestation of
the American coastal
resort
movement,
which gave rise to the
establishment
of
numerous
coastal
resorts along the North
Atlantic coast. These
resorts had been in
“Plan of Tybee Island”
operation for a number
by John Tebeau c1873
of years and had set
the
standard
by
offering such amenities as transportation networks, hotels, service oriented businesses,
and amusement establishments. Tybee was modeled after these resorts, being referred to
in advertisements as “The Long Branch of the South.” Like the northern resorts, many
private cottages were built on land surrounding the hostelries on lots made available by
development companies.
In the early 1870s a group of entrepreneurs formed the Tybee Improvement Company to
promote the establishment of Tybee as a seaside resort. In 1873 a daily steamer route to
the island was established and a plan for its subdivision into building lots was developed.
The Ocean House, the island’s first major hotel, was constructed in 1876 in an effort to
stimulate lot sales. A wooden tramway was built to transport guests from the steamship
pier on the North End to the resort along the oceanfront. The horse railway continued
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along the Main Street (later Butler Avenue) to the Inlet in order to provide guests with the
option of bathing in the calm waters of the Back River. By the 1880’s the development
of Tybee as a seaside resort was a great success. Many bathhouses, dancing pavilions,
boarding houses, and summer cottages were erected along the beachfront close to the
hotel.
In 1885 the Tybee Beach Company
obtained a controlling interest in the
island with the goal of bringing the
resort to the next level. It was agreed
that a railroad to Tybee was a necessity
for further development and in 1887 the
Savannah and Tybee Railroad was
completed. The train not only cut the
traveling time to the island in half (45
minutes as opposed to 1 ½ hours), it also
made the entire island accessible by
offering eight stops between the North
End and the Inlet (Back River).

Morning News Ad, 1887

In an effort to encourage lot sales near the southern most end of the island, plans were
announced for the construction of another major hotel near the Inlet (or Back River). The
hotel, called Hotel Tybee, was completed in 1891. As the stockholders had hoped, lots
were sold and summer cottages, boarding houses, and other businesses began to develop
around the new hotel.

Tybee became a regional resort when the railroad became a unit of the C of GA in 1890
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Tybee became a regional resort when the railroad became a unit of the Central of Georgia
in 1890, and then under its direct ownership in 1895. This new affiliation gave the island
a direct link to hundreds of towns and cities throughout Georgia and Alabama. In an
effort to entice people to come to the resort by way of their rail system, the Central of
Georgia built an enormous dancing and entertainment pavilion, the Tybrisa, next to Hotel
Tybee around 1900.
Two of Tybee’s oldest summer cottage
developments, the Strand and the Back River area,
both developed during this time as a direct result of
the construction of the Savannah-Tybee Railroad
and Hotel Tybee on the South End of the island.
The Strand, built between 1895 and 1923, was a
row of private summer cottages that developed
along the oceanfront next to Hotel Tybee (between
11th and 14th Streets). Each cottage was built in the
center of a full oceanfront lot that extended from
Butler Avenue to the beach. As the row took
shape, a common landscape scheme was adopted
by each subsequent addition to the settlement. All
cottages were built at a substantial setback from the
dunes, which provided a grassy expanse (or strand)
between the homes and the beach. A walkway
passed in front of the steps of each cottage,
StrandStrand
Cottages
- c1916
Sanborn
Map Map
Cottages
– c1916
Sanborn
connecting the settlement with the resort at Hotel
Tybee. This afforded the property owners a
Colony Row Cottages, Back River
c1916 Sanborn Insurance Map
spacious and private setting with a somewhat
communal aspect when desired. The Back River
area was developed early as 1888, although most of
the cottages built during this time were destroyed
during the devastating hurricanes of 1893 and 1898.
A new development, known locally as Colony Row,
was begun along the Back River in 1900.
Developed between 1900-1915, Colony Row is a
concentration of similar, square, two-story cottages
built in a row between Inlet Avenue and the mouth
if the Back River. Each cottage was situated in the
center of a 1 ½ acre lot facing the Back River with
separate servants quarters located on the back of the
property near Chatham Avenue. A boardwalk ran
the length of the bluff in front of the cottages to
Inlet Station, where the Central of Georgia turnstile
was located. The Back River area was developed
as a more secluded alternative to the frenetic bustle
of the resort, where families from Savannah and the
region returned each season to spend the summer.
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The 1920s to the Present
The completion of the Tybee Road in 1923
ushered in a golden era for Tybee as a resort. As
the eastern end of US Highway 80, the Tybee
Road was built as an extension of Victory Drive,
connecting Savannah and Tybee Island via an 18
mile shell and oil road that extended from the
Town of Thunderbolt on the outskirts of
Savannah to Butler Avenue at the “North End”
of Tybee Island, passing through Whitmarsh,
Wilmington, and McQueens Island along the
Tybee Road c1935
way. As a result of the island’s increased
accessibility, the resorts flourished and Tybee entered into an unparalleled building
boom. It was during this time that Cab Calloway, Bob Crosby, and other Big Band
personalities performed at Tybee’s dancing pavilions. Tybee was arguably the most
popular summer beach resort on the South Atlantic coast. Rows of boarding houses and
numerous small hotels were established to accommodate the crush of people visiting the
island. It was during this time that the some of the first of the classic summer cottages
(or “Raised Tybee Cottages”) which became so characteristic of the island were built. By
the late 1920s there were over 400 privately owned cottages on the island.

Above: Built in 1908, the second
Hotel Tybee was the finest resort
hotel every built on the island (photo
c. 1930s)
Left: Tybee’s renown as a resort was
never greater than during the 1920s
and 1930s. In 1926 Samuel B. Miller
wrote a dance number about Tybee
entitled “Tybee: Where the Georgia
Peaches Go.” The song became a
regional hit and was played nightly at
the Tybrisa.
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Because of the Tybee Road, people
were able to live year round on the
island. By the end of the 1920s a
substantial number of year round
residences had been built on the island.
In 1929 the name of the city was
changed to the City of Savannah
Beach, Tybee Island, Georgia. The
population of the town was 202 in
1930, and was soon known as
something other than just a summer Heading of full page ad for Tybee businesses placed
in the Savannah Morning News in May, c1916.
resort. By 1940, the population had
grown to 636. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, the number of year round residences
increased, many of which were built between Second and Third (Jones) Avenues.
Despite the great development boom inspired by the completion of the Tybee Road, the
coming of the automobile eventually marked the end of an era for many of the old staples
of the resort. The train continued to operate until 1933 when it could no longer compete
with the auto. Bath houses became obsolete because people simply drove home in wet
clothes rather than change, since they did not have to board the train or return to a
boarding house or hotel. People who lived in town drove to the beach for the day rather
than staying the night at a hotel or boarding house. In addition to these realities, the

Durden & Powers (left) and Hotel Tybee (right) Pavilions along boardwalk c1935
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1940s view of hotels and boarding houses along the Strand, oceanfront parking on left.

Great Depression discouraged many from participating in recreational outings of any
kind during this time. As a result of all these factors, Tybee Island never regained the
height of success it enjoyed during the 1920s.
Despite the changes that the resort experienced during the 1930s, the City of Savannah
Beach remained a popular regional summer resort destination, and continued to enjoy a
good reputation. In 1940, the last of Tybee’s great hostelries, the Desoto Beach Hotel
and Cabana Club, opened to much fanfare. The complex included two Mediterranean
style villas, a cabana court and recreation ground, and a pavilion and beach shop.
Following the end of World War II, Fort Screven was declared surplus federal property
by the War Department and the land and buildings were dispensed to the City of
Savannah Beach through the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) in 1946. Between
1897 and 1945, over 200 auxiliary buildings were built on the base. The soldiers
stationed at the fort had been consistent consumers of the resort for 50 years, and the loss
of revenue to the town was greatly missed. The conversion of the barracks and other
structures to residential use further strengthened the perception that Savannah Beach was
not just a seasonal year round town.
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By the 1960s the population of the city was well over 1,000. The construction of year
round dwellings began to reflect the architecture of suburban Savannah, rather than the
Raised Tybee Cottage type that had been popular during the 1920s through the 1950s.
In the early 1960s Hotel Tybee was demolished to make way for a modern motel. All
that remained of the complex was one wing of the hotel and a row of eight cottages along
15th Street.
In 1967, the Tybrisa, the last of the major pavilions on the island, was destroyed by fire.
The only major hostelry that remained from Tybee’s resort days was the Desoto Beach
Motel.
In 1978 the name of the town was changed back to the City of Tybee Island.
During the 1970s and 1980s, new hotels and condominiums were built where the heart of
the resort had once been. Condos and apartment buildings were also built along the
oceanfront and along the north side of the island along the river shore.
By 1990, Tybee had a population of over 2,000 people.
The construction of a new pavilion on the old Tybrisa site and the coming of the
Olympics to Georgia in 1996 revitalized interest in Tybee. During the late 1990s, several
dozen historic boarding houses and summer cottages were demolished to make way for
the construction of new condominiums. The height of adverse development on the island
resulted in the loss of Tybee’s last major historic hostelry, The Desoto Beach Hotel in
1998. Despite these losses, renewed interest in the island also rekindled an interest in
Tybee’s classic coastal architecture, resulting in the restoration of several summer
cottages, as well as the listing of the Strand and Back River Historic Districts in the
National Register in 1999.
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SURVEY RESULTS
A total of 235 historic resources were surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island
Historic Resources Survey. A survey index listing the survey field number, Georgia
Historic Resources Survey Resource ID number, historic name (if applicable), address,
academic style, academic type, construction date, and National Register eligibility can be
found in the appendices.
Following the completion of a comprehensive windshield survey of the entire island in
2015, the survey area was broken into two main parts: 1) the ‘North End” of the island,
which consists of the Fort Screven Military Reservation and the commercial resources
and small residential neighborhoods along US Highway 80, and 2) the resort area located
in the center and on the “South End” of the island, which consists of the vast majority of
summer cottages on the island as well as all of the boarding houses, bath houses,
restaurants, stores, and other service-oriented resources that served the resort on the
island’s “South End.” Phase I of the survey addresses most of the resources in the resort
area while Phase II addresses the remaining 235 resources located primarily on the
island’s North End.
Survey Results – Overview
North End:
Phase II of the survey yielded 235 historic resources and included one National Register
Historic district – the Fort Screven Historic District located north of Highway 80 at the
northern tip of the island, a small section of the resort area north of Fourth Street, and
various small neighborhoods located along Highway 80, including the Palm Terrace
Subdivision along Lewis Avenue. Tybee was established as a resort following the
subdivision of the majority of the island into building lots in 1873, 1890, and again in
1922. The grid-pattern plan that partitions most of the island features four long, principal
north-south avenues and nineteen short, east-west streets – only a small portion of the
Phase II survey area features this grid pattern plan which is limited to the area bounded
by Fourth Street on the south, Solomon Avenue on the north, Miller Avenue on the west,
and the Atlantic Ocean on the east. Almost all of the resources surveyed within this
section of the survey area were built between 1910 and 1960 and include both summer
cottages and year round residences. The curvilinear paths and roads as well as the
picturesque landscape that make up the plan for Fort Screven – which developed
separately but simultaneously to the resort, was inspired by the City Beautiful Movement
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, resulting in irregular shaped lot partitions after the
fort was closed in 1946 and offered for sale to the public. Most of the resources surveyed
within Fort Screven were built between 1898 and 1940 and include officers housing,
barracks, mess halls, latrines, and various service-related buildings such as the guard
house, bakery, fire station, and warehouses, among other building types. The plan of
subdivision for the rest of the Phase II survey area was first informed by the curvilinear
path of the original rail bed of the Central of Georgia Railroad (adjacent Solomon Road
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for the most part) and later Highway 80. Although there are a few grid-pattern land
partitions within this section of the survey, most lots are irregular in shape and size.
Almost all of the resources surveyed within this section of the survey were built between
1930 and 1960 and include mostly single family residences such as summer cottages and
year round housing.
Historic Resources Lost Since 2001
It appears that most of the historic resources surveyed during the 2001 historic resources
survey remain extant and are represented in the new survey update. However, some
historic resources have been lost over the course of the last fifteen years while others
remain threatened. The original Post Railroad Station at 32 Van Horn Avenue was lost to
fire while the Post Laundry and Laundry Extension near the intersection of Van Horn and
Pulaski Streets was lost to demolition. A third building – thought to be the original Post
Chapel, was relocated to another site outside of Fort Screven in order to free the lots for
new construction. In addition, the Post Morgue at 2 Rosewood Avenue and the
Regimental Headquarters Building at 33 Officers Row were remodeled to the point that
they may no longer be contributing within the district. Although portions of Battery
Brumby and Battery Garland have been restored, Fort Screven’s remaining intact coastal
artillery emplacements remain threatened by demolition and insensitive remodeling. In
2013 a large contemporary, single family residence was built on top of Battery Gantt –
although the structure is raised on columns so the battery remains visible and somewhat
distinct (clearly a concession to the historic nature of the site), such construction
diminishes the historic context of the site and physical integrity of the batteries itself.
New Historic Resources Added to the Inventory
Of the 235 historic resources surveyed at the North End of the island – the Phase II
survey area of the survey, 102 of these resources were surveyed for the first time. Since
the completion of the 2001 Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey, which was limited to
historic resources built on or before 1950, two major mid-20th century housing types – the
American Small House and the Ranch House, have attained the age threshold required for
consideration of historical significance (as a clarification, the present survey is limited to
historic resources that are at least 40 years of age or older). The end of World War II
greatly accelerated the growth of Savannah Beach as a viable year-round “beach town.”
Tybee benefited from the housing shortage that was occurring in Georgia and throughout
the nation at this time as there were hundreds of available building lots for purchase on
the island. As a result, Tybee experienced an unprecedented building boom of small
homes during the mid-to-late 1940s and throughout the 1950s, with the majority being
frame and concrete block American Small House and Ranch type houses. While many of
these new houses were built along Lovell, Second, and Jones Avenue and within the
Palm Terrace Subdivision along Lewis Avenue, American Small House and Ranch
houses were built throughout the island wherever building lots were available. American
Small House and Ranch type houses account for over half of the new resources added to
the inventory, and represent the first and second most common building types found
within the Phase I survey area, respectively.
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Survey Results – Analysis
Construction Dates
In analyzing the results for property distribution by common historical time periods, the
majority of resources surveyed during this of the survey were built during the 1950s, or
the Cold War Period. On Tybee, the end of World War II greatly accelerated the growth
of Savannah Beach as a viable year-round “beach town” due to the availability of
inexpensive building lots and the Island’s close proximity to Savannah resulting in an
unprecedented building boom of small homes during the mid-to-late 1940s and
throughout the 1950s (as well as into the 1960s and 1970s). A total of 85 historic
resources, or 36.1% of the properties surveyed, date to this period. The following is a list
of other major historical time periods represented in the survey:









Colonial (1733-1775) – 2 historic resources
New Republic (1789-1819) – 1 historic resource
Civil War (1861-1865) – 3 historic resources
New South (1880-1919) – 83 historic resources (35.3%)
Roaring Twenties (1920-1929) – 23 historic resources (9.7%)
Great Depression (1930-1939) – 39 historic resources (17%)
WW II/pre-Cold War (1940-49) – 22 historic resources (9.3%)
Cold War (1950 – 1977) – 85 historic resources (36.1%)

Table 1. Breakdown of Resources by Construction Date
Time Period
Number of Resources
1760 – 1769
1
1770 – 1779
1
1810 – 1819
1
1860 – 1869
3
1880 – 1889
2
1890 – 1899
7
1900 – 1909
31
1910 – 1919
20
1920 – 1929
23
1930 – 1939
39
1940 – 1949
22
1950 – 1959
45
1960 – 1969
16
1970 – 1975
24
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ORIGINAL USE
The table categories of uses listed below are defined by the GNAHRGIS survey program
and are reflected in the entry for each resource. Original use is meant to convey the
original intended use of each resource, regardless of its current use (for example, a gas
station that is now used as a café is recorded here as a gas station). The original use of
each resource was determined through a combination of field analysis and archival
research utilizing historic photos, Sanborn Insurance Maps, city directories, and local
histories. “Transient” or rental housing has a special distinction on Tybee as these
resources were originally built for commercial purposes and were not “owner occupied”
whereas most seasonal beach houses as well as year round houses on Tybee were built
for the use of a single family.
In analyzing the results for original use, over half of the resources were domestic – single
dwelling. A total of 136, or 57.8% of the buildings surveyed in this section, fell into this
category. Most of the remaining resources surveyed are made up of military quarters and
housing, warehouses, and other buildings related to Fort Screven. Military quarters and
housing represented the second most common original use making up 11.4% of resources
surveyed while material storage and transfer – warehouse represented the third most
common original use making up 4.2% of resources surveyed.

Enlisted Men’s Latrine (c1905), 17 Meddin Drive (#253772) – Fort Screven Historic District
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Table 2. Breakdown of Resources by Original Use
Original Use
Number of Resources
commercial – restaurant/bar
1
domestic – domestic related outbuilding
1
(summer kitchen – light station)
domestic – single dwelling
139
domestic – housing associated
3
with light house/light station
domestic – multiple dwelling
8
domestic – camp (hunting, fishing)
1
healthcare – hospital
1
healthcare – other (day room)
1
healthcare – other (lazaretto site)
1
healthcare – housing related to healthcare
1
facility (nurses quarters)
healthcare – other (morgue)
1
military facility – administration
3
military facility – admin. (guard house)
1
military facility – fire station
1
military facility – fortification (battery)
8
military facility – latrine
4
military facility – mess hall
6
military facility – material storage and
1
transfer (dispensary)
military facility – material storage and
2
transfer (gas station)
military facility – material storage and
10
transfer (warehouse)
military facility – production (bakery)
1
military fac. – production (carpenters shop)
1
military facility – training
6
military – military quarters/housing
27
recreation/culture/entertainment –
1
campground/picnic area/park
recreation/culture/entertainment –
1
theater (opera/movie/playhouse)
recreation/culture/entertainment –
1
sports facility (bowling alley)
recreation/culture/entertainment –
1
gymnasium
recreation/culture/entertainment –
1
recreation hall
transportation – water related
1
light house
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ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
The architecture of a building – its overall form and ornamentation, is classified as a
style. Style has long been among the important ways to identify buildings and has been a
useful tool for describing, analyzing, and evaluating them. Architectural style has two
definitions. The first and more obvious definition of style is “the decoration or
ornamentation that has been put on a house/building in a systematic pattern or
arrangement.” The second, more subtle, definition is “the overall design of a
house/building including proportion, scale, massing, symmetry or asymmetry, and
relationship among parts such as solids and voids or height, depth, and width” (from
“Georgia’s Living Places” c1991).
Of the 235 historic resources surveyed, only 50 properties, or 22% of the buildings
surveyed, are representative of an academic architectural style. Buildings exhibiting only
minimal elements of a style as well as those with no identifiable style are classified as
having “no academic style”.

Table 3. Breakdown of Resources by Architectural Style
Architectural Style
Number of Examples
Stick
2
Queen Anne
13
Folk Victorian
5
Colonial Revival
5
Neoclassical Revival
5
Craftsman
1
Contemporary
10
Plain-style (Ranch houses)
8
Mansard
1
No Academic Style
185
As indicated in Table 3, Queen Anne and Contemporary are the most common
architectural styles found in the Phase II survey area, representing 26% and 20% of
examples surveyed, respectively. Examples inventoried in the survey are representative
examples of their respective style – resources that exhibit only “elements” of a style are
not included here. Few high style examples were identified.
General Outline of Styles
The outline that follows provides an overview of the different academic architectural
styles found within the Phase II survey area on Tybee Island and gives the architectural
and historical contexts that shaped the development of these historic resources on a local,
regional, and national level.
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Stick (1860-1890)
The Stick style is a transitional style which links the preceding Gothic Revival style with
the subsequent Queen Anne style: all three are free adaptations of Medieval English
building traditions. Unlike earlier Gothic Revival houses, the Stick style stressed the wall
surfaces itself as a decorative element rather than a mere plane with the decorative
elements applied at the doors, windows, and cornice. The Stick style grew from the
Picturesque Gothic ideas of Andrew Jackson Downing and flourished in pattern books of
the 1860s and 1870s. During the 1880s the style was rapidly replaced by the Queen
Anne movement, which furthered the emphasis on patterned wood walls begun in the
Stick style. Use of the Stick style was most prevalent in the northeastern states during its
early period and in the San Francisco area, where the style developed its own
characteristics during the 1880s.
Common characteristics of the Stick style include a gables roof, usually steeply pitched
with cross gables; gables commonly show decorative trusses at the apex; overhanging
eaves, with shaped, exposed rafter ends; wood wall cladding (shingles of boards)
interrupted by patterns of horizontal, vertical, and diagonal boards (stickwork) raised
from the wall service for emphasis; and porches commonly show diagonal or curved
braces (McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses”, c1984).
Two (2) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey are representative examples of the Stick style. While not common in the South,
the U.S. Lighthouse Service utilized the Stick style in the construction of the Head
Keepers Cottage in 1881 and the Assistant Keepers Cottage in 1885, employing
standardized designs used for lighthouse stations throughout the nation.

Head Keeper’s
Cottage c1881
30 Meddin Dr.,
(#11005)
– Tybee Light
Station.
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Queen Anne (1880 – 1910)
Queen Anne was the dominant style of domestic architecture in America from about
1880 until 1900. The style, which is based on Jacobean and Elizabethan precedents, was
popularized by a group of English architects led by Richard Bernard Shaw. The style
spread in America through pattern books as well as The American Architect and Building
News, the country’s first architectural magazine. The nation’s expanding railroad
network also helped to popularize the style by making pre-cut architectural details readily
available.
The style is principally categorized into subtypes by decorative detail, although shape
subtypes exist as well. The earlier subtypes, those that employ half-timbering and
patterned masonry, follow the models designed by Shaw and his English colleagues and
are by far the least representative of the style in America. The Spindlework and Free
Classic subtypes, which are American interpretations of the style, became the most
dominant expression during the 1880s and 1890s, respectively. The Spindlework subtype
features delicate gingerbread ornamentation, or Eastlake detailing, found in porch
balustrades or as a frieze, as well as in gables and under wall overhangs left by cutaway
bay windows. The Free Classic subtype utilizes classical columns rather than
spindlework detailing for porch supports, and often exhibits other classical elements such
as Palladian windows and cornice-line dentils as well.

Building No. 40 – Operations Officers Quarters (c1898), #253717, Officer’s Row,
Fort Screven
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Common characteristics of most Queen Anne style houses include a steeply pitched roof,
a dominant front facing gable, multi-material wall surfaces, and an asymmetrical façade
with a one-story, partial or full width, wrap-around porch. Sash is usually single-pane,
although stained glass and multi-pane windows are common as well. (McAlester, c1984).
Thirteen (13) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Historic Resources Survey
are representative examples of the Queen Anne style, accounting for 26% of surveyed
properties conforming to an academic style. All examples of the Queen Anne identified
in the survey are located within Fort Screven and are examples of an austere, military
vernacular version of the Queen Anne style as designed by the U.S. Army Corp. of
Engineers. The Queen Anne style is the second most common style identified within the
Phase II survey area.

Building No. 45 – Post Guard House (c1900), #253805, Fort Village, Fort Screven
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Folk Victorian (1870s – 1910s)
The Folk Victorian style is defined by the presence of Victorian detailing on National
Folk, or post-railroad house forms. The principle areas of elaboration are the porch and
cornice line. The Queen Anne-inspired spindle work detailing (turned spindles and lacelike spandrels), jigsaw cut trim, and turned or chamfered posts are characteristic porch
details. Italianate-inspired brackets are commonly found along the cornices. Although
Folk Victorian houses share similar decorative detail, they are easily differentiated from
Queen Anne style houses by virtue of their symmetrical facades and the lack of textured
and varied wall surfaces that is characteristic of the former. (McAlester, “Field Guide to
American Houses”, c1984)
Folk Victorian houses were built across Georgia in very large number sand were
commonly found in both urban and rural parts of the state from the 1870s through the
1910s (“Georgia’s Living Places” c1991). The growth of the railway system played a
key role in the popularity of the Folk Victorian style in that is made possible the
distribution of inexpensive, pre-cut Victorian detailing throughout the nation. Many
builders simply grafted this newly available trim onto the traditional folk house forms
they were familiar with. Pre-cut detailing was also used as a way to update an older folk
form, often by adding a new Victorian porch. (McAlester, c1984)
Five (5) buildings survey during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey
are representative examples of the Folk Victorian style, accounting for 10% of surveyed
properties conforming to an academic style.

Building No. 96 – Senior NCO Quarters (c1904), #253760, 1 Cedarwood Ave.
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Colonial Revival (1880 – 1955)
Colonial Revival was the dominant style for domestic buildings throughout the nation
during the first half of the 20th century. The term “Colonial Revival” refers to the rebirth
of interest in the early English and Dutch houses of the Atlantic seaboard that followed
the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876. The style draws primary inspiration
from Georgian and Adan prototypes, with secondary influences coming from postmedieval English and Dutch Colonial sources. Examples exhibiting details from two or
more of these precedents are common. (McAlester, “Field Guide to American Houses”,
c1984)
Early Colonial Revival style buildings were largely free interpretations of colonial
precedents featuring exaggerated colonial decorative details. The Colonial Revival
Movement of the late 19th century provided the inspiration for the Shingle style and the
Free Classic subtype of the Queen Anne style, which was closely related to the
asymmetrical Colonial Revival house.

Building No. 97 – Post Bakery (c1925, #253788, Fort Village, Fort Screven
Wide distribution of books and magazines featuring measured drawings and photographs
of colonial buildings during the first decades of the 20th century cultivated an interest in
more historically correct copies of colonial prototypes with correct proportions and
details. As a result, Colonial Revival style buildings built between 1915 and 1935 reflect
these influences by more closely resembling colonial prototypes. As with all domestic
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architecture, post-World War II tastes and trends lead to a simplification of the style
during the 1940s and 1950s. Common characteristics of Colonial Revival-style houses
includes a symmetrical façade; accentuated front door often featuring a pediment
supported by pilasters or a small gabled stoop supported by slender columns; transom
over door or sidelights area common; windows have double hung sash, usually with
multiple lights in one or both sashes; windows are frequently paired. (McAlester, 1984).
Five (5) buildings survey during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey
are representative examples of the Colonial Revival style, accounting for 10% of
surveyed properties conforming to an academic style.
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Neoclassical Revival (1890s -1930s)
The Neoclassical Revival style has its origins in the classically inspired models designed
and executed by the nation’s top architects at the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893.
At a time when the United States was beginning to assert its economic and military
influence on the world stage, the Exposition was intended to illustrate America’s artistic
and cultural parity with the countries of the Old World. The planners chose a classical
theme in an effort to draw a parallel between America’s growing might and the unrivaled
power and influence of the Roman Empire. The monumental, colonnaded buildings that
were arranged around the central court inspired countless public and commercial
buildings across the country during the first decades of the 20th century, while the formal
arrangement of the buildings and public spaces at the Exhibition gave rise to the City
Beautiful Movement. (McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses”, c1984)
Although never quite as popular as Colonial Revival, the Neoclassical Revival style was
a dominant style for domestic building during the first half of the 20th century. The
Neoclassical Revival style was built in Georgia’s rural areas, cities, and small towns from
the 1890s through the 1930s” (“Georgia’s Living Places, c1991). The style, which is
primarily based on an eclectic mixture of Early Classical Revival and Greek Revival
styles, usually features a partial width, full height portico supported by classical columns,
typically Ionic or Corinthian. Neoclassical Revival houses have symmetrical facades and
often feature decorative door surrounds based on Georgian, Adam, or Greek Revival
precedents, modillions or dentils under the eaves, and paired, triple, or bay windows
(McAlester, c1984).
Five (5) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey are representative examples of the Neoclassical Revival style, accounting for 10%
of surveyed properties conforming to an academic style.

Bldg. No. 76 – Enlisted Men’ Barracks (c1904), #253789, Fort Screven
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Contemporary Style (1950 - 1969)
The Contemporary style represents a post-war iteration of the International style in which
defining elements of the former were softened into a more widespread vernacular. The
style was equally applied to both commercial and residential building types and was a
favorite for architect-designed buildings in Georgia during the late 1950s and early
1960s. The style occurs in two distinctive subtypes based on roof shape: flat or gable.
The flat-roofed subtype is a derivation of the earlier International style which it further
resembles in its lack of decorative detailing. The gabled subtype is more strongly
influenced by the early modernism of the Craftsman and Prairie style and often features
overhanging eaves and heavy exposed roof beams. Both subtypes feature various
combinations of wood, brick, and stone exterior cladding and lack traditional detailing.
Other character defining features include open floor plans, expressed post-and-beam
construction (in wood or steel), open gable ends enclosed with glass/flat roofs with
widely overhanging eaves and cantilevered canopies, flush mounted metal frame fullheight and clerestory windows, and exterior staircases, decks, patios and balconies.
(McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses, c1984).
Ten (10) buildings surveyed
during Phase II of the Tybee
Island Historic Resources
Survey
are
considered
representative examples of the
Contemporary style.
The
Contemporary style was the
third
most
common
architectural style identified
within the survey area,
making up 20% of surveyed
properties conforming to an
academic style.
(Above) 209 Jones Ave.
(c1958), #253516 –
Contemporary style Ranch
House – an example of the
“gable subtype”.

(Left) 1102 Bay Street
(c1965), #253677 –
Contemporary style
Raised Vernacular house.
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Plain Style (1950-1975)
“Plain” or “no academic style” Ranch Houses are those examples of the type whose
appearance is defined primarily by its sub-type plan-form and not by historical styles of
applied ornamentation. The Plain style – which is the most prevalent architectural style
of Ranch House in Georgia, relies on the architectural fundamentals of form, roofline,
window and door openings, and wall treatments for effect. The absence of historically
derived forms and ornament, and the presence of functionally derived forms and features,
straightforward construction and use of materials, and an exterior design that often
reflects the interior arrangement of spaces and functions. Plain-style Ranch Houses were
among the earliest Ranch Houses in Georgia and is found on every sub-type. (Sullivan,
Reed, and Fedor, “Ranch Houses in Georgia: Guidelines for Evaluation, 2010)
Eight (8) Ranch Houses surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey are representative examples of the Plain style, accounting for 16% of surveyed
properties conforming to an academic style.

109 Jones Avenue (c191959), #253521 – Linear with clusters Ranch House sub-type
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BUILDING TYPE
In addition to architectural style, Georgia buildings may be categorized by architectural
type. Building type means the overall form of the house/building, the unadorned outline
or “envelope” of the main or original part of the house/building, as well as the general
layout of the rooms. The simplest definition of building type is the formula, plan +
height = type. Knowing the house/building type allows us to compare one
house/building to others of the same form and can also tell us the general distribution of
similar houses/buildings throughout the state. (“Georgia Living Places” c1991)

Table 4. Breakdown of 8 Most Common Building Types
Architectural Building Type
Number of Examples
House/One-story – Hall-Parlor
House/Two-story – Side Hallway House
House/One-story – Foursquare Cottage
House/One-story – Side Gable Cottage
House/One-story – Bungalow
House/One-story – American Small House
House/One-story – Ranch House
House – Unable to Determine Type
House – Unidentified House Type
Other Building Type – Duplex Cottage

not applicable

8
6
8
6
20
29
24
1
26
7
66

A total of 169 properties surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey were identified as conforming to one of the architectural types recognized by the
Historic Preservation Division. Twenty-eight (28) building types were identified during
the survey – Table 4 lists the eight (8) most common building types existing within the
survey area. As indicated in Table 4, the American Small House (29 historic resources or
17%), the Ranch House (24 historic resources or 14%), and the bungalow (20 historic
resources or 12%) are the most common building types identified in the Phase II survey
area. Sixty-six (66) historic resources, representing 28% of the total number of buildings
surveyed, where either too altered to determine the building type or did not conform to
any academic building type.
A) General Outline of Types
The outline that follows provides an overview of the different academic building types
found during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey and gives the
architectural and historical contexts that shaped the development of these historic
resources on a local, regional, and national level.
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Hall-Parlor
Hall-parlor houses, named after two old fashioned uses for rooms, are a traditional British
folk form that consists of two unequal rooms. Entry is into the larger of the two rooms,
the hall (not hallway), which served multiple functions. Almost always gabled, the hallparlor house can have one or two exterior end chimneys, but typically features a single
chimney in the parlor end. Although this house type is one of the earliest found in
America, in Georgia most of the remaining examples were built in the last half of the
nineteenth century and the first three decades of the twentieth. The type was adaptable
and expandable and was popular for farm owners, tenant farmers, and mill workers alike.
(“Georgia’s Living Places”, c1991)
Eight (8) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey were identified as hall-parlor type houses, making up 4.7% of surveyed properties
conforming to an academic building type.

166 South Campbell Avenue (c1940), #253656
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Side Hallway (1820 – 1910)
The side hallway is relatively uncommon in Georgia. Most examples of the type are
located in the state’s oldest cities, where its narrow façade made it especially suitable for
urban houses. Most early examples were built between 1820 and 1850 and are located in
Savannah, where it is the most common house type, and in Augusta. The side hallway
house is named after the location of the hallway at the side of the house. The hall
normally contains a staircase, and was two rooms deep. There are three subtypes: the
row house, an attached single family house that shares a party wall; the Savannah house,
detached with a raised basement; and the Augusta house, detached without a basement.
Although most examples were built in the 19th century, variations of the type persisted
into the 20th century. Late 19th century examples are typically three rooms deep, often
displaying the basic side hallway form with the addition of rear wings and recessed
porch. (“Georgia’s Living Places”, c1991).
Six (6) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey
were identified as side hallway type houses, making up 3.6% of surveyed properties
conforming to an academic building type.

Building No. 72 – Officer’s Quarters (c1905), #253748, Fort Village, Fort Screven
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Side Gable and Foursquare Cottages (1895 – 1930)
The side gable cottage has a compact square mass consisting if four rooms without a
hallway (two rooms wide and two rooms deep) and a broad gabled roof with its gable
ends at the sides. The floor plan has two variants: hall-parlor plan with central doorway
and a foursquare plan with equal sized rooms, often indicated by two doors. The side
gables cottage was a popular worker’s house type in mill villages in small towns,
although high style examples for the well-to-do can be found. This type was most
popular in the period 1895 - 1930. (“Georgia’s Living Places”, c1991).
Six (6) buildings surveyed
during Phase II of the Tybee
Island Historic Resources
Survey were identified as side
gable type houses, making up
3.6% of surveyed properties
conforming to an academic
building type.
Left – Senior NCO Quarters,
10 Cedarwood Avenue (c1920),
#253739
Below – 3 Moore Avenue (c1915),
#253617

Four Square Cottages
Apart from a forward facing gable, the foursquare cottage features all of the same
characteristics as the side gable cottage. Only seldom does it have a hip roof. In
addition, foursquare cottage tend to be slightly longer than they are wide, giving the
building a more rectangular shape. (“Georgia’s Living Places”, c1991).
Eight (8) buildings
surveyed during
Phase II of the Tybee
Island Historic
Resources Survey
were identified as
hall-parlor type
houses, making up
4.8% of surveyed
properties conforming
to an academic
building type.
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Bungalow
Sometimes mistakenly referred to as a style, bungalow house forms are long and low
with irregular floor plans within an overall rectangular shape. Integral porches are
common, as are low-pitched roofs with wide overhangs. Bungalows were very popular
in all regions of Georgia between 1900 and 1939, almost as popular in rural areas as in
cities and towns. The bungalow type is divided into four subtypes based on roof forms
and roof orientation: front gable, side gable, hip, and cross gable. The front and side
gable versions of the bungalow greatly outnumber hipped bungalows, while cross-gabled
bungalows are rare. (“Georgia’s Living Places”, c1991)
Twenty (20) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey were identified as belonging to the bungalow house type. The bungalow was the
third most common building type found within the Phase II survey area, accounting for
12% of surveyed buildings conforming to an academic building type.

12 North Campbell Avenue (c1935), #253596 – A good example of a front gable
bungalow.
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American Small House
Also commonly referred to as the “post World War II house,” the ubiquitous American
Small House can be found in 1940s and early 1950s suburbs and subdivisions across
America. Built to accommodate the staggering demand for housing precipitated by the
large number of returning servicemen and their growing families following the defeat of
the Axis Powers in 1945, these houses were designed to provide basic habitation for
newly-weds and beginning families. Inexpensive and easy to build, the American Small
House was ideally suited to meet these needs. The type is generally characterized as a
small, one-story, rectangular-shaped two bedroom house of balloon frame construction.
It typically features a side gable, asphalt shingle roof with little or no eave overhang and
often features triangular shaped wood vents in side gables. Another common
characteristic is the use of inexpensive cladding, such as asbestos siding, as an original
exterior siding (although the use of shiplap and clapboard siding is common as well).
The basic floor plan of the houses is similar to other small houses of the era, being two
unequal rooms wide by two rooms deep. Entry is in the living room, which is typically
adjacent to the master bedroom located in the opposite front corner of the house. A small
interior hallway located in the center of the house provides access to the kitchen (which is
also accessed through the living room) and second bedroom, which flank a small
bathroom located at the back of the house. These houses sometimes include a small
dining room wing or sunroom located on the side of the house adjacent the living room
and/or a small ell for extra living space on the rear of the house. This type often features
historic additions added in later years. (McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses,
c1984)

205 Jones Avenue (c1940), #253518 – a nice frame/asbestos shingle-clad example.
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12 6th Avenue (c1958), #253546 – a very basic example of the type.
Twenty-nine (29) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic
Resources Survey were identified as belonging to the American small house type. The
American small house was the most common building type found within the Phase II
survey area, accounting for 17.2% of surveyed buildings conforming to an academic
building type.

5 North Campbell Avenue (c1939), #253595 – a more involved example with
front gable ell, finished attic level, and dormers.
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Ranch
The ranch house was originated in the mid-1930s by several creative California architects
and gained popularity during the 1940s to become the dominant house type throughout
the country during the decades of the 1950s and 1960s. The popularity of ranch houses
was made possible by the country’s increasing dependence on the automobile. Streetcar
suburbs of the late 19th and early 20th centuries still used relatively compact house forms
on small lots because people walked to nearby streetcar lines. As the automobile
replaced streetcars and buses as the principal means of personal transportation in the
decades following World War II, compact houses could be replaced by sprawling designs
on much larger lots. Never before had it been possible to be so lavish with land, and the
ranch house emphasizes this by maximizing façade width (which is further increased by
built-in garages that are an integral part of many ranch houses).

1003 Laurel Avenue (c1954), #253664 – a linear ranch with non-projecting gable.
In Georgia, The Ranch House type can be categorized into eight major sub-types:
Compact (small, simply massed, nearly square); Linear (simply massed but long and
rectangular); Transverse Linear (a Linear Ranch but oriented transversely on its lot – with
narrow ends of the house facing the road and rear of the lot); Linear with Clusters (Linear
Ranch with clusters of rooms at one end forming front and/or rear projections, giving the
house an “L” or “T” shape); Courtyard (features two wings that form a courtyard); Half
Courtyard (features only one wing giving the house a pronounced “L” shape); Bungalow
(low, deep, nearly square); Rambling (sprawling, features three distinct setbacks);

QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

55

TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II
Alphabet (Y, V, T, H, and W-shaped); and Architect-designed (singular example).
(Sullivan, Reed, and Fedor, “Ranch Houses in Georgia: Guidelines for Evaluation, 2010)
The type is loosely based on early Spanish Colonial precedents of the American
Southwest, modified by influences borrowed from Craftsman and Prairie modernisms of
the early 20th century. Asymmetrical one-story shapes with low-pitched roof dominate.
Three common roof forms are used: the hipped version is probably the most common,
followed by the cross-gabled, and, finally, side gabled examples. There is usually a
moderate or wide eave overhang. This may be either boxed or open, with rafters exposed
as in Craftsman houses. Both wooden and brick wall cladding are used, sometimes in
combination. Builders frequently add modest bits of traditional detailing, usually loosely
based on Spanish and English precedents. Decorative iron or wooden porch supports and
decorative shutters are the most common. Ribbon windows are frequent as are large
picture windows in the living area. Partially enclosed courtyards or patios, borrowed
from Spanish houses, are a common feature. These private outdoor living areas to the
rear of the house are a direct contrast to the large front and side porches of most late 19th
and early 20th century types. (McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses, c1984)

Twenty-four (24) buildings surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee Island Historic
Resources Survey were identified as Ranch type houses. The Ranch house is the second
most common building type identified within the Phase II survey area, accounting for
14% of surveyed properties conforming to an academic building type.

216 Jones Avenue (c1971), #253504 – a nice Contemporary style example.
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Unable to Determine House Type
Single family houses that have been altered
to such an extent that the house type
cannot be determined have been grouped
into this category for the purpose of this
survey. One (1) house identified during
Phase II of the Tybee Historic Resources
Survey met this criteria.
304 2nd Avenue (c1935)/#253452 (at right) –
Historic and non-historic additions and alterations
have encased the original fabric of this house
making it difficult to determine type.

Unidentified House Types
Single family houses which are not representative examples of an academic building type
as defined in “Georgia’s Living Places” or in GNAHRGIS or do not show characteristics
of a local building type have been grouped into this category for the purpose of this
survey. The twenty-six (26) houses that were identified during Phase II of the survey
display a diversity of age, size, height, and building materials as exhibited by the
following examples.

6 Lovell Avenue (c1935)/#253536
This example appears to be a variant of one of
the National Folk forms (see page 60) but rather
than being two unequal rooms wide and one
room deep (the floor plan for a hall-parlor type
house), this example is clearly three rooms wide
and therefore is non-conforming to any accepted
academic building type.

3 2nd Avenue (c1965)/#253538
A two-story Mid-20th Century example featuring
a concrete block first floor, a frame second floor,
and a projecting two tier sun porch on the façade.
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208 Miller Avenue
(c1972)/#253528
This two-story
example resembles a
Mid-20th Century
Two-Story House in
height and depth but
its two story
projection on the
façade gives the
building an
asymmetry that is
uncharacteristic of
the type.

16 Logan Street
(1932)/#253603
This two-story single
family house also
does not conform to
an accepted academic
building type,
although it does
exhibit coastal
characteristics
common to Tybee
(raised main living
quarters and
verandah,
overhanging eaves,
etc).
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Duplex Cottage
A duplex – or “paired” – cottage is characterized as any one-story building containing
two units with identical (yet inverted) floor plans, have separate entrances, and share a
party wall. On Tybee there are several examples of paired cottages having American
Small House plans but also examples with undefined plans as well. Character defining
features include hip or side gable roofs, rectangular massing, and concrete block or frame
construction. Most of the examples found on Tybee were built between the late 1930s
and 1960 as rental cottages located on a single lot or as a part of a motel court or hotel
complex.
Seven (7) examples of the one-story duplex type were identified within the Phase II
survey area on Tybee, making up 4% of properties surveyed that conform to a building
type.

Duplex Cottage (c1972), 501 2nd, #253529.
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Other Building Types
There were a variety of building types identified during Phase I of the Tybee Island
Historic Resources Survey in which there were only a handful of examples. These
resources are grouped here according to their type category (ie “single family house”,
“commercial building type”, etc.).
Other Single Family House/One-story House Types
This group of house types are all examples of national folk forms – small post railroad
era houses – that were popular in Georgia during the 19th through the early 20th centuries.
On Tybee these type of simple houses were used to house servants, Central of Georgia
RR workers, or as basic shelter for fishermen within the numerous fish camps that were
located throughout the island. Most examples on Tybee are balloon frame and were built
between 1910 and 1950 and include the central hallway (2 resources), single pen (3
resources), gable wing cottage (2 resources), and Georgian cottage (3 examples).
(McAlester, “A Field Guide to American Houses, c1984)

7 Lovell Avenue (c1910), #253535
An example of a single pen type cottage which
consists of a single room, either square or
rectangular. This example is one a row of identical
houses likely intended as a fishing cabin.

26 Meddin Drive (c1915), #253741
Building No. 11, NCO Quarters, Fort Screven
Village. T or L shaped, this three room house
type features a gable front at one end and a
recessed wing that is parallel to the façade.

Other Single Family House/Two-story House Types
This group of house types are all examples of two-story national folk forms that were
popular in Georgia during the 19th through the early 20th centuries and include the
Georgian House – of which there are two (2) examples within the Phase II survey area,
and the I-house – in which there is one (1) example. The Georgian House features a
central hallway flanked by two sets of equal sized room on each side while the I-house is
only one room deep and can feature either a central hallway, hall-parlor (two unequal
rooms), or double pen type plan (two equal rooms).
Other Single Family House/Two-story House Types
Other two-story single family houses on Tybee include the American Foursquare – of
which there are two (2) examples within the Phase II survey area, the Raised Tybee
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Cottage – of which there are four (4) examples, the Raised Vernacular (see caption below
for description) – of which there are five (5) examples, the A-frame – of which there are
two (2) examples, the Mid-20th Century Two-story House – in which there is one (1)
example), and the Octagonal House – of which there is one (1) example. The American
Foursquare – which was popular between 1915 and 1930, features a square mass with
four equal-sized rooms per floor. The Mid-20th Century Two Story House is a simplified
version of the traditional two-story houses of the 19th and early 20th Century – the IHouse and Georgian House, minus the decorative details. The A-Frame is a modern folk
house in which sidewalls and roof-wall junctions are omitted; instead, the gabled roof
continues to ground level on two sides. A-Frames were popular as vacation or second
homes and were generally built between 1950 and 1970. (McAlester, c1984)

207 2nd Avenue (c1971), #253465
The Raised Vernacular cottage type – essentially a
modern version of the Raised Tybee Cottage type,
is a two-story beach house with the main living
quarters situated on the raised level and the service
related rooms – such as auto stalls and
bath/changing rooms – located on the ground
level, which remains open without lattice
surround. These cottages were built after the Jim
Crow era and therefore do not features servants
quarters like the Raised Tybee Cottage.

8 Lovell Avenue (c1930), #10968
The Raised Tybee Cottage is the most common
building type on Tybee and is mostly found on the
South End of the Island (the Phase I survey area).
Raised Tybee Cottages feature main living quarters
raised a full story on trussed wooden piers, and a
ground level that features service related functions
such as auto stalls, bath/changing rooms, and
servant’s quarters contained within a latticeframework enclosure.

29 Meddin Drive (c1975)/#253755
Few Octagon Houses were built
during the brief period of time they
were popular from 1850-1870.
This replica is a rare example of the
type which features the
characteristic eight-sided shape of
the exterior walls, low pitched hip
roof with two-tier recessed porch,
and octagonal cupola.
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Other Building Types/Multiple Family
Other multiple family type residences on Tybee include the Quadruplex – of which there
are three (3) examples in the Phase II survey area, and the duplex house – of which there
are two (2) examples. The quadruplex type is simply a two-story building with two
identical living units per floor. The duplex – or “paired house” – type is characterized as
any two-story building containing two units with identical (yet inverted) floor plans, have
separate entrances, and share a party wall.

9 2nd Avenue (c1950/70), #253537 – one of
three quadraplexes within the Phase II survey
boundaries.

29/31 Officers Row (c1900), #253725 – One of
two paired houses in Fort Screven.

Commercial Building Types
Only one commercial building was identified in the Phase II survey area. Shorty’s
Turntable at 1104 U.S. Highway 80 (c1940)/#253662 is a concrete block roadside bar
and grill built during the 1940s that features an enclosed wraparound porch along two
sides with banks of 1/1 windows.
Entertainment/Recreational/Cultural Building Types
Two entertainment/recreation building types were identified within the survey area. The
Colonial Revival style Post Theater (c1928) and the Post Gymnasium (c1920) – now an
American Legion Post, were built to serve the enlisted men and officers of Fort Screven.

Tybee Post Theater – 10 Van Horn St. (#252548)

American Legion Post 154 – Veterans Dr. (#253754)
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Health Care Building Types
Building No. 31 – South Ward of the Post Hospital (c1902/#253711) – A 1 ½ story Folk
Victorian style building is one of several buildings remaining of the Fort Screven
Hospital Complex, including the morgue, day room, and nurses quarters.
Public/Governmental Types
There was only one public/governmental
type of building within the Phase II survey
area. The Post Fire Station at 9 Cedarwood
Avenue (#253738) was built in 1910 to
serve Fort Screven and on occasion, assist
the City of Savannah Beach. This frame,
front gable building features two fire truck
bays in the façade (now enclosed with
concrete block).

Other Building Types/General
Endicott Period Coastal Shore Artillery
Emplacements (c1897-1904) – The first
phase of Fort Screven was constructed from
1897 to 1904 as an Army Coast Artillery
Station and included six poured in place
concrete batteries of the “Endicott” or Fourth
Order type of fortification: Battery Gantt
(c1900/#253827); Battery Habersham
(c1900/#253822); Battery Backus
(c1898/#253838); Battery Fenwick
(c1900/#253843); Battery Brumby (c1897/
#253846); and Battery Garland
(c1899/#253847).

Battery Garland (above) – 1 Lynch Loop
Battery Brumby (left) – Meddin Drive
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Fort Screven Warehouses – Quartermasters
Area, Van Horn Street
Built between 1904 and the late 1930s, there are
eight (8) frame, brick, and stone warehouses
associated with the Quartermaster’s Area of Fort
Screven. The open interior spaces of each of these
buildings have been portioned into smaller spaces
to accommodate use as domestic spaces (both
single and multiple family).
Commissary and Quartermasters Office
(c1904/#253806 – Above)
Utilities Warehouse (c1920/#10999 – left)
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STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS & BUILDING MATERIALS
In addition to analyzing the survey data for architectural style and building type,
information relating to the type of construction, height, and building materials utilized for
the exterior siding and roofs of the buildings were also tallied.
The majority of buildings surveyed within the Phase II survey area on Tybee Island (168
properties or 74% of resources surveyed) are balloon frame residential buildings built
between 1900 and 1950, a period that spans the development, growth, and height of
Tybee as one of the most popular summer beach resorts on the South Atlantic coast.
Concrete block was identified as the second most common type of construction with
thirty-six (36) examples, accounting for 16% of resources surveyed. A considerable
number of buildings (12 properties or 5.3% of resources), all of which are associated with
the construction of Fort Screven, are of mortise-and-tenon construction. Of the
remaining resources, nine (9) buildings are of brick bearing construction and one (1) is of
stone bearing construction.
A total of 167 historic resources, or 74% of the buildings surveyed, are one-story in
height. Of the remaining historic resources, 38 buildings (16.8%) are 2 stories, 10 are 1½
story (4.4%), 10 are 2 ½ stories (4.4%), and 1 is multi-leveled (6 batteries and three sites
have been excluded from this analysis).
Table 6. Breakdown of Resources by Exterior Materials
Exterior Materials
Number of Examples
Brick – Common Bond
9
Brick – Running Bond
16
Concrete – Fiberboard Siding
4
Concrete – Concrete Block
24
Concrete – Poured in place
6
Stone – Ashlar
1
Stucco
14
Synthetics – Asbestos
21
Synthetics – Masonite Siding
2
Synthetics – Vinyl Siding
49
Wood – Board and Batten
1
Wood – Plywood
8
Wood – Shiplap
14
Wood – Weatherboard/Clapboard
62
Over three-quarters of the resources surveyed in the Phase II survey area appear to have
retained their original/historic siding, with 27% of the properties surveyed having
clapboard exteriors, 10.3% having concrete block exteriors, 10.7% having running or
common bond brick exteriors, 6% having shiplap exteriors, and 6% having stucco
exteriors. 22.5% of resources exhibited substitute siding such as vinyl siding (21.1%) or
fiberboard siding. This information is presented in Table 6 (above). Three (3)
archeological sites have been excluded from this analysis.
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Concrete block was the most common material used for foundations. Used for piers and
for continuous foundations, concrete block was utilized as a foundation material in 75
resources. Other materials used for foundations were brick (66 resources), concrete slab
(41 resources), pre-cast concrete pier (11resources), poured concrete raised basement (6
resources), stone (6 resources), and wood pier (6 resources). The materials utilized in the
foundations of 12 buildings were undetermined (due to being covered over by vegetation
or substitute materials such as vinyl siding, plywood, or stucco).
Three quarters of the buildings (143 resources or 63%) surveyed during Phase II of the
Tybee Island Survey have asphalt shingle roofs, while most of the remaining resources
have standing seam roofs (53 resources or 23.4%). Other roof materials include slate (16
resources or 7%), built up/tar and gravel (5 resources or 2.2%), asphalt roll (5 resources
or 2.2%), wood shingle (2 resources or .8%), and asbestos shingle (1 resource).
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INTEGRITY AND PHYSICAL CONDITION
The overall level of integrity of the properties surveyed during Phase II of the Tybee
Island Historic Resources Survey ranges from fair to good. A considerable number of
resources exhibited moderate to severe alterations and/or additions, resulting in 57
historic resources retaining a poor (18.7% of resources surveyed) to fair (6% of resources
surveyed) degree of historic integrity. These changes include side and rear additions,
changes in fenestration, and the enclosing of porches. One of the most common
alterations in the Phase II survey area on Tybee Island is the replacement of original
wood and metal casement windows with vinyl coated replacement windows, which
accounted for 33% of properties surveyed. This type of alterations appear to be the most
damaging and prevalent cause of integrity loss within the survey area. Another common
alteration was the use of substitute exterior materials such as vinyl siding, which was
present on 21.2% of properties surveyed. Despite these changes, a majority of historic
resources surveyed (178 resources or 75%) retained a good degree of integrity.
The physical condition of about 1% of the historic resources surveyed during Phase II of
the Tybee Island Historic Resources Survey are in poor or deteriorated condition. The
overall physical condition of the majority of resources range from fair (5%) to good
(94%).
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NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY
PROPERTIES LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
Of the historic resources surveyed during Phase I of the Tybee Island Historic Resources
Survey, the following properties are listed in the National Register of Historic Places:
National Register Historic Districts
Listed
1982 – Fort Screven Historic District (83 resources)

EVALUATING NATIONAL REGISTER ELEGIBILTY
Each resource surveyed was assessed for individual eligibility for listing in the National
Register. The consultant evaluated properties according to the criteria and standards for
historic resources established by the National Park Service. In order to meet National
Register requirements, the property must be a minimum of 50 years old and retain
sufficient integrity to convey the period of time in which they are significant. The
National Register recognizes a property’s integrity through seven aspects, or qualities.
To retain historic integrity, a property should always possess several, and usually most, of
the seven aspects. (Beth Savage and Sarah Dillard Pope, “National Register Bulletin:
How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation.” NPS c2009). The seven
qualities include the follow:
 Location: The place where the historic property was constructed, or the place
where the historic event occurred.
 Design: Combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,
and style of a property
 Setting: The physical environment of a historic property
 Materials: Physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property
 Workmanship: Physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or
people during any given period in history of prehistory
 Feeling: A property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a
particular period of time
 Association: Direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property
The majority, if not all, of the surveyed historic properties retain qualities of location,
setting, feeling, and association. Single-family residences presently used as duplex or
multi-family dwellings retain quality of association as a residential building. The
residential, commercial, and institutional feeling throughout the survey area is unaltered.
Properties which have undergone alterations resulting in the loss of historic material (ie.
replacement windows, application of vinyl siding, etc.) were identified as lacking

QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

68

TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II
integrity of materials. In the event that a property exhibits insensitive large-scale
additions, or has been altered to such a degree that the original form or design of the
resources is no longer evident, was determined to lack the quality of design. Finally,
numerous architectural styles are characterized by distinct decorative elements or
enhancements. When these character-defining features have been removed or altered, the
quality of workmanship has been compromised.
For those properties that were observed to have retained the majority of these qualities of
integrity, an evaluation of their significance based on National Register criteria was then
undertaken. To be considered eligible for the National Register, the property must not
only retain integrity, but must also possess significance at the local, state, or national
level in relationship with similar properties within a specific historic theme, period, or
geographic region. (Savage and Pope, “National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the
National Register Criteria for Evaluation.” NPS c2009). To be considered eligible, the
property must meet one of the following four Criteria:
 Criteria A: Are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of history: or
 Criteria B: Are associated with the lives of persons significant in the past;
or
 Criteria C : Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction, or represent the work of a master, possess high artistic
values, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or
 Criteria D: Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important
in prehistory or history.

PROPERTIES THAT APPEAR ELIGIBLE FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER
Based on the field survey, evaluation of individual resources, and analysis of architectural
patterns, a total of 21 properties (or 9%) within the Phase II survey area are known to
retain integrity and possess significance at the local level. Therefore these resources may
be individually eligible for listing in the National Register pending interior observations
and additional research. Of the remaining surveyed properties, 40 resources “may” be
individually eligible for listing in the National Register, 40 resources require “more
information” before a determination could be made, while 66 resources did not appear
individually eligible for listing in the National Register. This information is listed in the
survey index contained in the Appendices.
The preliminary recommendations are based on exterior observations only. Review and
concurrence by the Georgia Historic Preservation Division would be required in order to
formally determine the National Register eligibility for each resource.
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List of Resources that Appear Eligible for Listing in the National Register*
(NOTE: Properties already on the National Register as part of a historic district have been excluded)

Survey Field #/GNAHRGIS ID
1. #605/11025 – 201 Lovell Avenue (c1930)
2. #618/253475 – 107 2nd Avenue (c1938)
3. #628/253516 – 209 Jones Avenue (c1958)
4. #630/253518 – 205 Jones Avenue (c1940)
5. #632/253522 – 110 Jones Avenue (c1913)
6. #633/253523 – 108 Jones Avenue (c1930)
7. #645/10968 – 8 Lovell Avenue (c1930)
8. #646/253535 – 7 Lovell Avenue (c1910)
9. #672/253589 – 158 Lewis Avenue (c1955)
10. #679/253594 – 4 North Campbell Avenue (c1930)
11. #680/253595 – 5 North Campbell Avenue (c1939)
12. #681/253596 – 12 N. Campbell Avenue (c1935)
13. #684/253599 – 15 North Campbell Avenue (c1936)
14. #689/253604 – 14 Logan Street (c1929)
15. #691/253606 – 8 Logan Street (c1935)
16. #696/253611 – 30 Solomon Avenue (c1900)
17. #698/253613 – 38 Solomon Avenue (c1900)
18. #708/253646 – 803 First Street (c1950)
19. #716/253654 – 162 South Campbell Avenue (c1940)
20. #718/253656 – 166 South Campbell Avenue (c1940)
21. #720/253658 – 30 Horsepen Point Drive (c1947)
22. #732/253670 – 1217 US Highway 80 (c1910)

*It should be noted that this historic resource survey report does not in any way change the City of Tybee
Island’s existing individual property or historic district listings in the National Register of Historic Places.
Any amendments to existing listings and/or the nomination of additional properties or districts, including
those recommended herein, must be made through the National Register of Historic Places process
according to 36 CFR 60, as amended.
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Recommendations of Priorities for Nomination:
The following is a short list of resources located within the Phase II survey area that have
been recommended for nomination to the National Register. They have been chosen on
the basis of their unique character, local and regional significance, integrity, relationship
to other important historic resources, and in some cases, susceptibility to development
pressures. Exclusion from this list is not an indication of a resource’s (or group of
resources) lack of importance or ineligibility for listing in the National Register.
 Fishing Cabins – 162 and 166 South Campbell Street (#253654 and #253656)
During the early 20th century, the
Savannah Beach Chamber of Commerce
promoted Tybee as a sports fishing
destination. By the early 1940s and
1950s, several small fishing camps were
established throughout the island,
particularly in remote, marshy areas
adjacent Tybee’s numerous small creeks
on the backside of the island, such as
Horse Pen Creek. 162 and 166 S.
166 S. Campbell Street
Campbell Street are nearly identical
hall-parlor type houses that are indicative of the type of basic houses built on small,
creek-side lots during this time. Situated along South Campbell Street – which is
flanked by marsh on each side, each house faces the road with the rear of the house
facing the marsh and Horse Pen Creek, making each ideal for recreational fishing.
 Raised Tybee Cottages – Multiple-Property Nomination
The completion of the Tybee Road in
1923 ushered in a golden era for Tybee.
As a result of the island’s increased
accessibility, the resorts flourished and
Tybee entered into an unparalleled
building boom. It was during this time
that the classic Raised Tybee Cottage –
a unique local building type that
became a standard for beach house
design on Tybee, was first introduced.
8 Lovell Avenue
Built between the early 1920s and the
late 1940s, the Raised Tybee Cottage
retains several design elements of the earlier cottages – the South End and Strand
Cottages – while providing a new functionality that lent itself more effectively to the
new developmental trends brought on by the new resorts of the Roaring Twenties.
While the majority of these cottages are located on the South End of the island within

QUATREFOIL HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING – SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

71

TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II
the Phase I survey boundaries, the northernmost end of the resort area is located
within the Phase II survey area where four Raised Tybee Cottages were identified:
301 Lovell Avenue, #11076; 108 Jones Avenue, #253523; 10 Lovell Avenue,
#253533; and 8 Lovell Avenue, 10968.
 Greater Tybee Island Historic District

Proposed Boundaries of the Greater Tybee Island Historic District
(Phase II Section of District is depicted within the gray-shaded area,
existing National Register districts are depicted within dotted lines).
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As presented at the end of Phase I, the proposed Greater Tybee Island Historic District
would encompass all of the historically significant summer cottages, year-round
residences, boarding houses, small inns, and commercial, governmental, religious and
institutional buildings on the island’s South End and central section that are associated
with Tybee’s development as a seasonal summer resort – from its height of popularity
between 1890 and the late 1920s, to its transition into a year round “seaside community”
between 1925 and the mid to late 1960s. With the exception of the existing Tybee Back
River and Tybee Strand Cottages National Register Historic Districts (indicated on the
map on page 72 by red hash marks), the proposed district would encompass nearly all of
the Phase I survey area and a small section of the Phase II survey area and is roughly
bounded by Second Street on the north, the Atlantic Ocean on the east, Jones Avenue and
Venetian Drive on the west, and Chatham Avenue on the south.
The proposed district would include forty historic resources identified within the Phase II
survey area (Survey Field #601 – 640). While five of these resources are believed to be
individually eligible for listing in the National Register, inclusion within the proposed
district might be more suitable as all of the resources within this section of the survey are
representative of the island’s transition from a seasonal resort into a year round
community.

205 Jones Avenue (1940), #253518
A typical small, year round residence built
on Tybee during and directly following
the end of World War II.

The district is significant as it is directly associated with the development of the island by
the Tybee Improvement Company as a beach resort during the 1870s and later – by its
successor, the Tybee Beach Company, during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The
development of Tybee as a beach resort reflects a local manifestation of the American
coastal resort movement in which development companies promoted the establishment of
coastal resorts and the sale of building lots by offering amenities such as transportation
networks, hotels, service-oriented businesses, and amusement establishments. Tybee
Island’s development companies promoted the establishment of the resort through a
succession of land subdivisions followed by the construction of new attractions in order
to encourage lots sales. The first partial subdivision of Tybee in 1873 was followed by
the establishment of steamboat service to the island and a mule drawn tram system that
extended the length of the island (transportation networks) as well as the construction of
the island’s first true resort hotel in 1876 – The Ocean House. Following the construction
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of
the
Savannah-Tybee
Railroad in 1887 and the
second partial subdivision of
the island in 1890, the Tybee
Beach Company built a new
resort hotel on the South End
of the island in 1892 called
Hotel Tybee, which was
strategically located near the
newly subdivided portion of
the island. The development
company added two major
ocean-side attractions to the 201 Lovell Avenue, (c1930), #11025
resort center during the late
1890s – the Hotel Tybee Dancing Pavilion and Bathhouse as well as the Tybrisa Pavilion
and Bath House (in partnership with the Central of Georgia Railroad, who built the
Tybrisa on land donated by the Tybee Beach Company). In anticipation of the
completion of Tybee Road in 1923, the Tybee Beach Company subdivided the remaining
section of the island while a new development called Venetian Terrace - intended to be
developed for year-round living, was established west of Jones Avenue on reclaimed
marshland between 1922 and 1924. In support of their new developments, the Tybee
Beach Company built a row of five identical summer cottages along Jones Avenue
between 11th and 12th Streets in 1924 – directly in the center of their land subdivision and
within close proximity to Venetian Terrace, while also building a “demonstration house”
within Venetian Terrace at 802 14th Street in 1926 – a suburban-style bungalow that was
clearly intended to promote the development for year round living. It was also during
this time that the classic “Raised Tybee Cottage”, a local building type that developed as
a standard for beach house design within the proposed district, was first built, eventually
becoming the most common historic building type on the island. During the 1930s the
South End began to develop as the main commercial section of the island where much of
the daily business of the town was conducted. A bus station, department stores, grocery
stores, and other businesses and institutions were established in this section of the district
to cater not only to the visiting summer resort crowd, but also to the increasing number of
year round residents that had begun to call Tybee home. The “Town of Savannah Beach”
made the full transition from a seasonal beach resort to a year round seaside community
during the years following the end of World War II. Dozens of small houses were built
throughout the district while a fully developed commercial strip was established along
16th Street – Tybee’s “Main Street”. By 1960 Butler Avenue had developed as a
principal, multi-use corridor through the district, with governmental, religious, and
institutional buildings (city hall, schools, churches, motor courts, etc) situated alongside
residential buildings in the central section of the island while the islands first true U.S.
Post Office (c1961) was established near the commercial center at the intersection of
Butler Avenue and 16th Street. Although most of the original resort hotels and associated
amenities are no longer extant, the district’s resort history is reflected in its plan of streets
and its resort architecture while its transition to a year round community is reflected in its
extant associated architecture.
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APPENDIX A: INDEX OF HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEYED*
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Abbreviation Key
A * next to the “Survey Field Number” indicates a new resource being surveyed for the first time (and is
therefore not included in the previous 1992 and 2001 surveys).
National Register Column
Yes = Appears to be individually eligible for listing in the National Register
No = Does not appear to be individually eligible for listing in the National Register
May = May be individually eligible for listing in the National Register
More Info = Additional information required to make a determination of individual National Register
eligibility
No – Age = Resource does not meet the age requirement of 50 years or older and is therefore not eligible
for individual listing in the National Register
No – INT = The resource no longer possesses a qualifying degree of integrity due to the extent of loss of
original fabric and therefore appears ineligible for individual listing on the National Register
National Register Eligibility: It should be noted that this historic resource survey report does not in any way
change the City of Tybee Island’s existing individual property or historic district listings in the National
Register of Historic Places. Any amendments to existing listings and/or the nomination of additional
properties or districts, including those recommended herein, must be made through the National Register of
Historic Places process according to 36 CFR 60, as amended.
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Survey
Field #

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

601

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
11076

301 Lovell Avenue

n/a

1935

602
603*
604*

11077
253439
253440

103 3rd Street
215 Lovell Avenue
203 Lovell Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a

Raised Tybee
Cottage
Bungalow
unidentified
Hall-parlor

605
606*
607*
608
609*

11025
253450
253451
253452
253453

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Bungalow
Quadreplex
unidentified
unable to ID

n/a

duplex cottage

1930
c1926
c1948
c1935
c1951

610*
611*
612*
613*

253454
253463
253464
253465

201 Lovell Avenue
103 2nd Street
302 4th Street
304 2nd Avenue
Thompson Cottage
300-302 2nd Avenue
216 2nd Avenue
215 2nd Avenue
211 2nd Avenue
207 2nd Avenue

Plain Style
Plain Style
n/a
n/a

c1963
c1961
c1971
c1971

614*
615*

253466
253467

205 2nd Avenue
204 2nd Avenue

n/a
n/a

1960
c1950

No-INT
May

616*
617*
618*
619*
620*
621*
622*
623*
624*
625*

253472
253473
253475
253477
253478
253501
253502
253503
253504
253505

201 2nd Street
115 2nd Avenue
107 2nd Avenue
111 2nd Avenue
106 2nd Avenue
305 Jones Avenue
301 Jones Avenue
303 3rd Street
216 Jones Avenue
215 Jones Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
Plain Style

c1955
c1955
c1938
c1938
c1972
c1946
c1968
c1968
c1971
c1950

May
No-INT
Yes
No-INT
No-age
May
No-age
May
May
May

626*
627*
628*
629*
630*

253514
253515
253516
253517
253518

213 Jones Avenue
212 Jones Avenue
209 Jones Avenue
206 Jones Avenue
205 Jones Avenue

n/a
n/a

Ranch
Ranch
Ranch
Raised
Vernacular
Bungalow
American
Small House
Bungalow
unidentified
duplex cottage
unidentified
Ranch
Ranch
Ranch
unidentified
Ranch
American
Small House
ranch
ranch

More
Info
No
No-age
More
Info
Yes
No-INT
No-INT
No-INT
under
review
No-INT
No-INT
No-age
No-age

Contemporary

ranch - Eichler

No-INT
No-age
Yes

n/a
n/a

631*
632
633

253521
253522
253523

109 Jones Avenue
110 Jones Avenue
“Alberta” - 108 Jones Avenue

Plain Style
n/a
Craftsman

Ranch
American
Small House
Ranch

c1964
c1971
c1958
c1955
c1940
c1959
c1913
c1930

May
Yes
Yes

634*
635*
636*
637*
638*
639*
640*
641*

253524
253525
253526
253527
253528
253529
253530
253531

404 4th Street
502 3rd Street
209 Miller Avenue
207 Miller Avenue
208 Miller Avenue
501-503 2nd Street
206 5th Avenue
103 1st Street/Hwy 80

Plain Style
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

c1969
c1973
c1973
c1971
c1972
c1972
c1974
c1965

No-age
No-age
No-age
No-age
No-age
No-age
No-age

Contemporary

Plain Style
n/a
Contemporary
Contemporary

Contemporary

unidentified

Raised Tybee
Cottage variant
Ranch
duplex cottage
duplex cottage
ranch
unidentified
duplex cottage
duplex cottage
unidentified
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Survey
Field #

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

642*
643

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253532
253533

13 Lovell Avenue
10 Lovell Avenue

n/a
n/a

c1910
c1930

More Info

644
645

253534
10968

9 Lovell Avenue
8 Lovell Avenue

n/a
n/a

c1910
c1930

May
Yes

646
647*
648*
649*
650
651*

253535
253536
253537
253538
253539
253541

7 Lovell Avenue
6 Lovell Avenue
9 2nd Avenue
3 2nd Avenue
7 Jones Avenue
7 Miller Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Single Pen
Raised Tybee
Cottage variant
Single pen
Raised Tybee
Cottage
single pen
unidentified
quadreplex
unidentified

1910-19
c1935
1950/70
c1965
c1950
c1950

Yes
No-INT

652*

253542

6 Miller Avenue

n/a

c1940

No-INT

653*
654*
655*

253543
253544
253545

20 6th Avenue
18 6th Avenue
16 6th Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a

c1975
c1975
c1948

No-age
No-age
No-INT

656*

253546

12 6th Avenue

n/a

c1958

657*

253547

8 6th Avenue

n/a

c1959

More
Info
No-INT

658*

253548

6 6th Avenue

n/a

c1960

No-INT

659*

253549

n/a

c1955

No-INT

660*
661*

253550
253551

c1955
c1954

No-INT
No-INT

662*

253552

c1954

No-INT

663*

253553

c1954

No-INT

664*

253554

c1954

No-INT

665*

253555

c1957

No-INT

666*

253556

c1956

No-INT

667*

253557

c1954

May

668*
669*

253558
253559

c1950
c1955

670*

253560

671*

253588

104 Lewis Avenue –
Palm Terrace Subdivision
105 Lewis Avenue – Palm Terrace
107 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
109 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
112 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
115 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
117 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
119 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
124 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
128 Lewis Avenue
134 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
153 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
157 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision

No-INT
More
Info
More
Info
No-INT

Contemporary

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Foursquare Cottage

American
Small House
American
Small House
A-frame
A-frame
Raised
Bungalow
American
Small House
American
Small House
American
Small House
American
Small House
ASH
American
Small House
American
Small House
American
Small House
ranch
American
Small House
American
Small House
American
Small House
bungalow
American
Small House
American
Small House
American
Small House
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Survey
Field #

672*

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253589

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

673*

253590

674*
675*

253591
253592

676

11300

677*

253593

678

11301

679
680

253594
253595

158 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
161 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
173 Lewis Avenue
172 Lewis Avenue
Palm Terrace Subdivision
Dormitories and Staff Houses
– Tybee Island 4-H Club Camp
9 Lewis Avenue
Administration Buildings –
4-H Club Camp, 9 Lewis Avenue
Barracks – U.S. Army Diving
School, 9 Lewis Avenue
4 N Campbell Avenue
5 N. Campbell Avenue

n/a

c1955

Yes

c1955

No-INT

c1959
1955/74

n/a

American
Small House
American
Small House
Ranch
Amer. Small
House/ranch
n/a

c1949

May
More
Info
No-INT

n/a

n/a

1949-80

No-INT

n/a

n/a

1940-44

n/a
n/a

Bungalow
American
Small House
Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow
Hall-parlor
unidentified
bungalow
unidentified
Hall-parlor
Bungalow
American
Small House
Bungalow

c1930
1939

More
Info
Yes
Yes

681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693

253596
253597
253598
253599
253600
253601
253602
253603
253604
253605
253606
253607
253608

12 N. Campbell Avenue
14 N. Campbell Avenue
13 N. Campbell Avenue
15 N. Campbell Avenue
8 Bright Street
14 Bright Street
13 Logan Street
16 Logan Street
14 Logan Street
rental cottage – 9 Bright Street
8 Logan Street
11 Logan Street
7 Logan Street

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

c1935
c1930
c1945
c1936
c1935
c1929
c1930
c1932
c1929
c1935
c1935
c1935
c1942

Yes
No-INT
May
Yes
May
May
May
No-INT
Yes
May
Yes
May
May

694
695
696
697*
698
699
700
701
702
703
704
705
706

253609
253610
253611
253612
253613
253614
253615
253616
253617
253618
253619
253620
253644

4 Bryan Street
24 Solomon Avenue
30 Solomon Avenue
32 Solomon Avenue
38 Solomon Avenue
46 Solomon Avenue
7 Wilson Avenue
1 Moore Avenue
3 Moore Avenue
5 Moore Avenue
6 Moore Avenue
9 Moore Avenue
63 Solomon Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

c1937
c1915
c1900
c1969
c1900
c1930
c1930
c1915
c1915
c1915
c1915
c1915
c1950

No-INT
May
Yes
No-age
Yes
No-INT
No-INT
May
May

707
708
709*

253645
253646
253647

4 Alger Avenue
803 First Street
109 S. Campbell Avenue

n/a
n/a
n/a

c1955
c1950
c1975

More Info

n/a
Plain Style
n/a

Foursquare cottage

Georgian cottage

Ranch

Folk Victorian

Georgian cottage

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Bungalow
Hall-parlor
Foursquare cottage
Foursquare cottage
Foursquare cottage
Foursquare cottage
Foursquare cottage

American
Small House
unidentified
Ranch
raised
vernacular
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Survey
Field #

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

710*
711*

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253648
253649

112 S. Campbell Avenue
2 Hodges Street

n/a
n/a

c1950
c1955

No-INT
No-INT

712*
713*
714*
715*
716*
717*
718*
719*
720*
721*
722*

253650
253651
253652
253653
253654
253655
253656
253657
253658
253659
253660

116 S. Campbell Avenue
132 S. Campbell Avenue
140 S. Campbell Avenue
144 S. Campbell Avenue
162 S. Campbell Avenue
164 S. Campbell Avenue
166 S. Campbell Avenue
168 S. Campbell Avenue
30 Horsepen Point Drive
5 Cason Avenue
318 Polk Street/Salt Meadows

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

c1968
c1949
c1959
c1962
c1940
c1940
c1940
c1940
c1947
c1940
c1950

No-age
No-INT
May
May
Yes

723*

253661

10 US Highway 80

Contemporary

c1955

May

724

253662

n/a

c1940

May

725*

253663

Shorty’s Turn Table
1104 E. US Highway 80
307 Polk Street

c1978

No-age

726*
727*
728*
729*
730
731
732

253664
253665
253666
253667
253668
253669
253670

1003 Laurel Avenue
1007 Laurel Avenue
1114 Laurel Avenue
1113 Laurel Avenue
1213 US Highway 80
1216 US Highway 80
1217 US Highway 80

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Ranch
American
Small House
Ranch
unidentified
unidentified
unidentified
Hall-parlor
unidentified
hall-parlor
hall-parlor
unidentified
hall-parlor
American
Small House
American
Small House
road related –
restaurant
Raised
Vernacular
Ranch
unidentified
unidentified

c1954
c1974
c1940
c1945
c1935
c1915
c1910

May
No-age

733
734
735*

253671
253672
253673

1217 US Highway 80
1221 US Highway 80
1307 Solomon Street

n/a
n/a
n/a

c1925
c1915
c1950

May
May
May

736*
737*
738*
739*

253674
253675
253676
253677

1208 Estill Avenue
1310 Bay Street
1108 Bay Street
1102 Bay Street

n/a
n/a
n/a

c1955
c1940
c1950
c1965

May

740

253708

n/a

c1910

741

252548

742*
743

253709
253710

744

253712

Building No. 68 – NCO Quarters
2 Van Horn Street
Building No. 61 – Post Theater
10 Van Horn Street
14 Van Horn
Bldg No. 54 – Hospital Day
Room, 8 Rosewood Avenue
Building No. 15 – NCO Quarters,
Hospital Complex, 22 Van Horn

745

253711

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

Contemporary

Contemporary

Colonial
Revival
n/a
Folk
Victorian
Folk
Victorian
Building No. 31 – South Ward,
Folk
Fort Hospital Complex, 24 Van Horn Victorian

Foursquare Cottage

Bungalow
Georgian Cott.
New South
Cottage
bungalow
unidentified
American
Small House
Bungalow
Bungalow
Bungalow
Raised
Vernacular
Gable ell
cottage
movie theater

c1928

n/a
n/a

c1950
c1902

Side Hallway

c1902

Hospital

c1902
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No-INT

Yes
No-INT
Yes
May
No-INT

No-INT

May
May
May
Yes

More Info

May
May
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TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II

Survey
Field #

746

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253713

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

Building No. 20 – Nurses Quarters
Fort Hospital, 30 Van Horn Street
Building No. 23 – Post Morgue,
Fort Hospital, 2 Rosewood Ave.
9 Rosewood Avenue
Building No. 41 – Post Chaplain’s
Quarters, 1 Officer’s Row
Building No. 40 – Operations
Officers Quarters, 3 Officers Row
Building No. 39 – Training
Officers Quarters, 9 Officers Row
Bldg No 5 – Post Commandants
Quarters, 15 Officers Row
Building No. 26 – Officers
Quarters, 19 Officers Row
Building No. 27 – Officers
Quarters, 21 Officers Row

n/a

c1935

n/a

Georgian
House
n/a

n/a
Queen Anne

unidentified
unidentified

Queen Anne

unidentified

Queen Anne

unidentified

Queen Anne

unidentified

n/a

American
Foursquare
American
Foursquare
duplex house

c1973
1898 –
1900
1898 –
1900
1898 –
1900
1898 –
1900
1900-04

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S.-NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

747

253714

748*
749

253715
253716

750

253717

751

253719

752

253720

753

253721

754

253723

755

253724

Building No. 1 & 2 – Duplex Officers Queen Anne
Quarters, 27/25 Officers Row

756

253725

757

253726

758

253727

Building No. 3 – Duplex Officers
Quarters, 29/31 Officers Row
Building No. – Regimental
Headquarters, 33 Officers Row
Building No. 28 – Officer’s Mess
Hall, Officers Row, 1 Palmwood

759

253733

760

253734

761*
762

253735
253736

763

253737

764

253738

765

253739

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Neoclassical
Revival
Colonial
Revival
Bldg No. 20 – Regimental HQ’s Mess Colonial
Hall, Officers Row, 5 Palmwood Ave. Revival
Mess Hall – Fort Village
n/a
7 Gulick Street
5 Gulick Street
n/a
Building No. 204 – Mess Hall
n/a
Fort Village, 13 Cedarwood Ave
Building No. 1015 – Telephone
n/a
Exchange, Warehouse, & Signal
Office, 11 Cedarwood Avenue
Bldg No. 83 – Post Fire Station,
n/a
Fort Village, 9 Cedarwood Ave.
Bldg No. 1027 – Senior NCO
n/a
Quarters, Fort Village, 10 Cedarwood

766

253740

767

253741

768*
769

253742
253743

770*
771

c1902

1900-04
c1900

duplex house

c1900

Georgian
House
n/a

c1904

n/a

c1904

n/a

c1925

n/a
n/a

c1952
c1925

warehouse

1930-34

fire station

c1910

side gable
cottage
n/a

c1920

c1915

c1904

Building No. 71 – Post Bowling
Alley, Fort Village, 5 Cedarwood
Building No. 11 – NCO Quarters
Fort Village, 26 Meddin Drive
24 Meddin Drive
Building No. 434 – Rec Hall
Fort Village, 9 Sprucewood Ave.

n/a

n/a
n/a

gable ell
cottage
ranch
n/a

253746

Bldg. No 205 – Library and Training
Films Bldg., 7 Thrushwood Avenue

n/a

n/a

c1925

253747

Building No. 432 – Mess Hall,
Fort Village, 18 Meddin Drive

n/a

n/a

c1920

n/a
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1905-14

c1975
c1941?

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
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Survey
Field #

772

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253748

773

253749

774

253750

775

253754

776*
777

253755
253756

778

253757

779

253758

780

2534759

781

253760

782

253761

783

253762

784

253767

785

253768

786

253769

787

253770

788*
789

253771
253772

790

253788

791

253789

792

253790

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

Bldg. No. 72 – Officers Quarters
Fort Village, 16 Meddin Drive
Bldg. No. 73 – Officers Quarters
Fort Village15 Robinson Drive
Bldg. No. 12 – Orientation Bldg.
Fort Village, 11 Robinson Avenue
Bldg. No. 102 – Gymnasium/
American Legion Post 154
Fort Village, Veterans Drive
octagonal house – 29 Meddin Dr.
Bldg. No. 9 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row, Fort
Village, 27 Meddin Drive
Bldg. No. 10 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row, Fort
Village, 25 Meddin Drive
Bldg. No. 44 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row, Fort
Village, 23 Meddin Drive
Bldg. No. 24 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row, Fort
Village, 2 Cedarwood Avenue
Bldg. No. 96 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row, Fort
Village, 1 Cedarwood Avenue
Bldg. No. 1024 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row,
4 Cedarwood Drive
Bldg. No. 1023 – Senior NCO
Quarters, 10 Meddin Lane
Bldg. No. 1022 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row
12 Meddin Lane
Bldg. No. 1021 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row,
14 Meddin Lane
Bldg. No. 1020 – Senior NCO
Quarters, Senior NCO Row,
16 Meddin Lane
Bldg No. 85 – Quartermaster and
Detachments Latrine, 19 Meddin
17 Fitzgibbons Drive
Bldg. No. 75 – Enlisted Men’s
Latrine, Fort Village, 17 Meddin
Bldg No. 07 – Post Bakery, Fort
Village, 9 Veterans Drive
Bldg. No. 76 – Enlisted Men’s
Barracks, Fort Village, 15 Meddin
Bldg. No. 48 – Enlisted Men’s
Latrine, Fort Village, 9 Meddin Dr

Queen Anne

Side Hallway

c1905

Queen Anne

Side Hallway

c1905

n/a

n/a

c1920

n/a

gymnasium

c1920

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

n/a
Queen Anne

octagon house
duplex house

c1975
c1904

F.S - NC
Fort
Screven

Queen Anne

side hallway

c1904

Fort
Screven

Queen Anne

side hallway

c1904

Fort
Screven

n/a

duplex house

c1904

Fort
Screven

Folk
Victorian

Side Hallway

c1904

Fort
Screven

n/a

Side Gable
Cottage

c1920

Fort
Screven

n/a

Side Gable
Cottage
Side Gable
Cottage

c1920

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

n/a

Side Gable
Cottage

c1920

Fort
Screven

n/a

Side Gable
Cottage

c1920

Fort
Screven

n/a

n/a

c1915

n/a
Colonial
Revival
Colonial
Revival
Neoclassical/
Col. Revival
n/a

unidentified
n/a

c1960
c1905

n/a

c1925

n/a

c1904

n/a

c1905

Fort
Screven
F.S - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

n/a
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Survey
Field #

793

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253791

794

253792

795

253805

796

253806

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Bldg. No. 601 – Administration
n/a
Bldg, Fort Village, 5 Meddin Dr.
Bldg. No. 81 – NCO Duplex,
n/a
Fort Village, 81 Van Horn Ave.
Bldg. No. 45 – Post Guard House, Queen Anne
Fort Village, Van Horn Street
Bldg. No. 52 – Commissary &
n/a

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

n/a

c1935

duplex cottage

c1915

n/a

c1900

warehouse

c1904

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven

Quartermasters Office, 34 Van Horn

797

253807

798

253808

799*

253809

800

253810

801

11001

802

11000

803

10998

804

10999

805

253811

806

253820

807*
808

253821
253822

67 Van Horn Avenue

809*

253823

82 Captains View

810

253824

811

253825

812

253826

813

253827

814

253828

815

253829

816

253830

817

253834

Bldg. No. 30 – Ordinance Office
& Warehouse, 42 Van Horn Ave.
Bldg. No. 1018 – Salvage
Warehouse, 46 Van Horn Avenue
Bldg. No. 1018 – Quartermaster
Storehouse, 50 Van Horn Avenue
Bldg. No. 110 – PX Filling
Station, 55 Van Horn Avenue

Neoclassical
Revival
n/a

warehouse

c1904

warehouse

1930-39

n/a

warehouse

c1920

n/a

gas station

1920– 29

Bldg. No. 113 – Filling Station,
Quartermasters Area, 58 Van Horn
Bldg. No. 80b – Plumbing/Electrical
/Ordinance Shop, 57 Van Horn Ave.
Bldg. No. 80a – Plumbing/Electrical
/Ordinance Shop, 57 Van Horn Ave.

n/a

gas station

1920-29

n/a

warehouse

1915-24

n/a

warehouse

1910-19

Bldg. No. 111 – Utilities
Warehouse, 6 Pulaski Street
Bldg. No. 112 – Carpenter Shop
Quartermaster Area, 5 Taylor St.
62 Van Horne Avenue

n/a

warehouse

1920-29

n/a

n/a

c1925

Neoclassical
Revival
Plain Style
n/a

I-house

c1905

Ranch
Endicott

c1970
c1900

Mid 20th
Century House
n/a

c1976

n/a

c1933

n/a

c1933

Endicott

c1900

n/a

c1933

n/a

c1933

n/a

c1933

n/a

c1933

Battery Habersham – Coastal Shore
Artillery Emplacement, Van Horn

Neoclassical
Revival
Bldg. No. 129 – Training Area #3 n/a
28 Pulaski Avenue
Bldg. No. 120 – Dispensary
n/a
Training Area #3, 26 Pulaski Stree
Bldg. No. 135 – Day Room
n/a
Training Area #3, 13 Dogwood
Battery Gantt – Coastal Shore
n/a
Artillery Emplacement, 37 Pulaski
Bldg. No. 134 – Post Exchange
n/a
Branch, Training Area #3, 22 Pulaski
Bldg. No. 125 – Enlisted Men’s
n/a
Latrines, Training Area #3, 33 Pulaski
Bldg. No. 122 – Enlisted Men’s
n/a
Mess, Training Area #3, 20 Pulaski

Bldg. No. 127 – Training Area#3, n/a
29 Pulaski Street
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TYBEE ISLAND HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY PHASE II

Survey
Field #

818

Georgia
Historic
Resources
Survey ID
253835

819

253836

820

253838

Address and/or Resources Name

Arch. Style

Bldg. No. 128 – Training Area #3 n/a
27 Pulaski Street
Bldg. No. 123 – Officer’s Mess
n/a
Training Area#3, 16 Pulaski St.
Battery Backus – Coastal Shore
n/a

Building Type

Date of
Constr.

NR
Elig.

n/a

c1930

n/a

c1930

Endicott

c1898

imidentified
Endicott

c1976
c1900

n/a

c1933

Ranch
Raised
Vernacular
Endicott

c1972
c1975

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
F.S. - NC
F.S. - NC

Artillery Emplacement, 21 Pulaski

821*
822

253839
253842

19 Pulaski Street

823

253843

824*
825*

253844
253845

Bldg. No. 119 – Training Area #3 n/a
14 Pulaski Street
12 Taylor Street
n/a
Contemporary
8 Taylor Street

826

253846

827

253847

828

11004

829

11005

830

253850

831

253851

832

253853

833

11303

834

11304

835

11006

Battery Fenwick – Coastal Shore
Artillery Emplacement, 20 Taylor St.

Mansard
n/a

Battery Brumby – Coastal Shore
n/a
Artillery Emplacement, 41 Meddin Dr
Battery Garland – Coastal Shore
n/a
Artillery Emplacement, Meddin Dr.

Tybee Island Lighthouse, Tybee
Light Station – 30 Meddin Drive
Keeper’s Cottage – Tybee Light
Station, 30 Meddin Drive
First Assistant Keeper’s Cottage
Tybee Light Station, 30 Meddin
Second Assistant Keepers Cottage
Tybee Light Station, 30 Meddin
Summer Kitchen – Tybee Light
Station, 30 Meddin Drive
Lazaretto Quarantine Station –
Site and Cemetery, US Hwy 80
Federal Battery Sites, US Hwy 80
Near Lazaretto Creek
Battery Halleck, US Hwy 80
Near Lazaretto Creek

Endicott

18971900
c1899

n/a

n/a

1773/1867

Stick

c1881

n/a

Central
Hallway
Central
Hallway
Hall-parlor

n/a

n/a

c1812

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

17681862
c1862

n/a

n/a

c1862

Stick
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c1885
c1861

Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
Fort
Screven
May
May
May
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